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After meeting King Hussein 

>ss emphasizes Jordan's 
role in coming months 


By Amy Henderson 
Star Staff Writer 

MIDDLE EAST US peace coordi¬ 
nator, Mr Dennis Ross, ended a 
two day visit to Jordan Wednes¬ 
day after holding talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and senior 
Jordanian officials. 

Mr Ross told a press conference 
that talks focused on a number of 
important issues including the 
.implementation of the Declaration 
of Principles between Jordan and 
Israel and the common agenda. He 
also said he and King Hussein dis- 
|icussed the broadening of the 
W peace process. 

"One thing that was a very 
strong point of agreement," Ross 
*J'told reporters, "was that it is very 
.vnportant for things to move 
qkickiy and to see things change 
dp^ihe ground. We also talked 
^ at>out improving the environment 
for peace-making in the region as 
a whole." 

Mr Ross emphasized the impor¬ 
tance of Jordan's role in the 
upcoming months regarding eco- 



Ross during his press conference with Dr Jawad Anani 


nomic and political cooperation. 

"The fact of the matter is that 
when we are talking about eco¬ 
nomic cooperation, many of the 
issues that come up necessarily 
involve Jordan as well," be said. 

"As steps are taken to change 
the realities on the ground, espe¬ 
cially in regard to economic devel- 
.opment," he said, "tfaese are steps - 


that will have an effect on Jordan 
and will be effected by Jordan." 

When questioned about foreign 
aid to alleviate Jordan's debt, Ross 
said, "the President [Clinton] is 
committed to be as responsive as 
he can be regarding this issue." 

. When asked about the Israeli- 
Syria track. Ross said that at this 
stage ft is of. the utmost impor¬ 


tance and that Syria. Israel and the 
US are committed to making 
progress on this track. 

'There are complicated issues to 
sort out between the two, and it 
will take rime to do that, but we 
are doing all we can to make 
progress," Mr Ross said. 

Michael Parks of The Wash¬ 
ington Post adds from Jerusa¬ 
lem: A game of diplomatic bluff 
and double-bluff between Israel 
and Syria led to the postponement 
of the next round of Middle East 
peace talks in Washington until 
the end of November. 

Annoyed by Israel's secret deal 
with the PLO, Syria has been 
threatening not to come to Wash¬ 
ington for the Arab-lsraeli negoti¬ 
ations, saying that Israel is nor 
serious in seeking an agreement 
Israel, which had said that nego¬ 
tiations with Syria would be 
deferred while it concentrated on 
die Palestinians, countered by call¬ 
ing Syria unyielding and declaring 
that it would not give in to threats. 

Continued-on page 12 


Dr Sha 'ath speaks of 'new purpose' 
for Palestinians under peace 


By Bilal Htyjawi 
Star Business Editor 

THE FITURE for Jordanians and 
Palestinians in a milieu of peace 
will have to be good, according to 
Dr Nabii Sha'ath. top political 
advisor to Mr Yassir Arafat and 
Chairman of the board of Team 
International. 

Improvising a speech at the 
opening of a three-day conference 
on "Future Horizons of the Arab 
World in a Changing Globe", the 
man heading the Palestinian side 
on the PLO-Israel committee on 
implementing the Gaza-Jericho 
deal, said that the donors' confer¬ 
ence held in Washington last 
month was reflective of die new 
state of the world today. Strategic 
blocks are forming new trade 
superpowers instead of the old 


guard of ideological enemies. 
NAFTA (North American Free 
Trade Agreement), die European 
Community (EC), Japan. China, 
the Commonwealth of Indepen¬ 
dent States (CIS) and the Islamic 
world are expected to form these 
competing powers. Today these 
powers are competing for world 
resources. 

"Our purpose now has changed. 
It is to struggle to change our 
status in the world from objects to 
subjects in this new game to con¬ 
trol markets and share in world 
resources," said Dr Sha'ath. He 
said that countries or economic 
blocks of nations contributing 
money to Palestinians in the 
donors meeting flagrantly raced to 
gain influence in the future mar¬ 
kets of the region. But, be added, 
Palestinians will not be sucked 


into such thing. "We tried hard to 
diversify aid sources so as not to 
be liable to one party and to 
reduce the intensity of a sole influ¬ 
ence in the future state of Pales¬ 
tine," the political advisor said. 

Dr Sha'ath soothed fears echoed 
tty many in the audience about 
serious flaws present in the Israel- 
PLO agreement, stating that Pales¬ 
tinian arms were not twisted for 
total submissiveness to whatever 
was suggested to them. The no¬ 
war-no-peace era can always 
come back [should things go 
against Palestinian hopes]," Dr 
Sha'ath said. 

He said. "We are sitting at the 
negotiation table with the Israelis 
to get results, to free more than 
11,000 prisoners, to make life liv¬ 
able for those in the Occupied 
Territories after a long life of 


abysmal existence and to alter our 
destiny into a better one." The 
Palestinian negotiator said that an 
agreement has been reached m 
Taba on a timetable for Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza and Jeri¬ 
cho in the next four months as a 
first step to a complete with¬ 
drawal from the remaining West 
Bank and Gaza territories. 

Lips poured at times when facts 
of long Arab failures where put on 
the table. But more frequently, 
sudden bursts of laughter escaped 
from the audience, a spectrum of 
Jordanian and Palestinian aca¬ 
demic and business figures, 
responding to uses of witty lay¬ 
man statements and ironic meta¬ 
phors by Dr Sba'atbL "If the future 
regime in the Occupied Territo- 

Contmoed on page 2 


More Jordanians learn Hebrew as 
expectations for peace rise 


By Amy Henderson 
Star staff writer 

BREW MAY not exactly be 
language of love, but maybe it 
I be one of the languages of 
ce. As of late, demand tor ine 
•uace seems to be on the nse 
Iordan. Do political devclop- 
its have anything to do w*Uj a 
:m interest in learning He¬ 
ft could be the political cK- 
c" said Dr Ahmad Wadi, 
inrun of the Modem Umguag- 
5 enartment at Jordan Umvcrst- 
"hut mv opinion is really that 
a Semitic language as is Ara- 
mi ruiv students find tt easier 
ranXn a European Wig 
anv rate. Hebrew langMJJ 
lS es are in high demand nght 

ksaidhethmksitf "ju« cojn. 

■nec" that the demand has in 
£d smcc the Gaza-Jcncho 

lebrewisatebMy^^ 

the roster of 

ulty of Arts; tins »,T f . 
semester that >1 
d to Jordan 
«vcr. Dr Wadi said, 

h* enrolled twi«* **"""*£ 

tudenti. in each section 
Scallv has the capacity W** 


"We have two sections of He¬ 
brew," he said. "When enrollment 
began, we said we would allow a 
maximum of 25 students. Now we 
have 50 students in one section 
and 49 students in the other." 

Its difficult to teach a language 
with such large class sizes, he 
said, because labs are oily suited 
for 25 students. 

Dr Wadi told The Star that dur¬ 
ing a visit to the University of Jor¬ 
dan. His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass&n encouraged the de¬ 
velopment of the Hebrew lan¬ 
guage program, saying that it is a 
necessity in the Faculty of Arts. 

Right now, the university only 
offers beginning Hebrew, but next 
year. Dr Wadi said, the faculty 
will hopefully nominate another 
teacher, which would allow for 
four sections, hopefully satisfying 
demand for beginning Hebrew, 
and a gradual increase in the num¬ 
ber of levels offercd. 

"Wc will apply to have a minor 
in Hebrew, which will be available 
only to students of the arts faculty," 
he «iid, "but when we have a minor 
available, there will be five levels 
of Hebrew courses" The universi¬ 
ty currently offers a Bachelor of 
Aits degree in French and German, 
but it may be a while before stu¬ 
dents can cam degrees in Hebrew. 


"This would require six teachers 
with a PhD." he said. 

The university isn’t alone in rec¬ 
ognizing the importance of offer¬ 
ing the language. This month, the 
AI Jalil Research Center in Am¬ 
man began offering Hebrew 
courses. Now, it offers only two, 
with 23 and 16 students in each 
class respectively, but the center 
also will expand its program next 
month by adding two more cours¬ 
es to meet demand. 

Unlike Dr Wadi, Mr Ghazi Al 
Sadi, owner of the research center, 
told The Star that interest in He¬ 
brew is directly related to the re¬ 
cent political developments in the 
Middle East. 

"We lake so many phone calls 
everyday from people wanting to 
know if they can get in," said Al 
Sadi. "People think that peace is 
really coming, and that tire He¬ 
brew language will be important 
here." 

Surprisingly, enrollment in He¬ 
brew classes has not limited itself 
to those practicing Or studying for 
certain professions. 

Al the university, a variety of 
faculties are represented on the 
Hebrew class roster, and at the 
center. Al Sadi said, "Everyone is 
signing up—young people, wom¬ 
en, men, doctors and teachers—it 


is not limited to just businessmen 
and lawyers." 

A beer, a business student at Jor¬ 
dan University and speaking on 
behalf of a small group of fellow 
students said, "1 am sure that 
peace has a lot to do with the 
number of students enrolling. 

Israel is next door, and after a 
couple of years, well be traveling 
there, they are in Palestine; well 
be doing business with them, so 
we have to know the language," 
she added. "And [Israelis] know 
Arabic; why shouldn't we learn 
Hebrew?" ■ 
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Political parties scramble to contest elections 


By AhmaH Shaker 
Special to The Star 

JORDAN'S 22 licensed political 
parties will face their first crucial 
test when voters go to the ballot 
box on S November to choose 80 
deputies to represent them in the 
Lower House of Parliament. Most 
of these parties are only a few 
months old and a good number of 
them have decided not to contest 
the first multi-party elections in 
more than 30 years. 

But the most important of these 
parties, the Is lami c Action Front 
(IAF), is fighting these elections 
with 36 candidates. IAF leaders 
promise to maintain•' the same 
number of seats as their predeces¬ 
sors, the Muslim Brothers, had in 
the last Parliament, if not more. 

IAF General Secretary, Dr Ishaq 
Al Farhan, accused the Govern¬ 
ment Tuesday of launching a drive 
n> weaken and scatter the front's 
influence. Dr Farhan said that the 
front was denied a request to hold 
public rallies in A mman and other 
cities. He added that a meeting 
with Minister of Interior. Salameh 
Hamad, also failed to chan ge that 
ruling, which the IAF and other 
parties and candidates say is ille¬ 
gal. Dr Farhan also accused the 
Ministry of Education of transfer¬ 
ring six Tafileh. Ministry employ¬ 
ees, who happen to be IAF mem¬ 
bers, to other areas. 


^\7r« 



the First District. The court found 
that Mr Far'aneh membership in 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) does not conflict with his 
status as a Jordanian citizen and 
allowed him to contest the 
elections. 

Fears are mounting that only 
half of the 1.5 million registered 
voters will actually vote. Voters 
have been complaining of the 
cumbersome procedures in obtain¬ 
ing voter cards. A number of vot¬ 
ers from the tribal areas are threat¬ 
ening to boycott the elections 


because of internal conflicts 
among tribe candidates. 

In a related e\ ent. former deputy 
Mr Anwar AI Hadid has revealed 
that one voter has received four 
voting cards from four different 
voting stations. Mr Hadid. who is 
running for the Fourth District 
scat, said that in spite of Minister 
of Interior's assurances that dupli¬ 
cation of voters' names has been 
contained, (he problem still per¬ 
sists at a large scale and added that 
repeated names may run in the 
thousands. ■ 


Dr Farhan hinted that the IAF 
may reconsider its decision to con¬ 
test the elections if such "meas¬ 
ures” against it continued. 

Meanwhile, another Islamist 
party, the Arab Islamic Demo¬ 
cratic Movement (Dua'a) accused 
an unnamed party of destroying 
the movement’s banners and other 
means of public campaigning. In a 
letter sent to His Majesty the King, 
a senior member of the movement 
pleaded with him to intervene in 
order to guarantee the right of 
every candidate to publicize his 
opinion. 

Meanwhile, Amman’s circuit 
court has overruled the Governor's 
decision to reject Mr Hamadeh 
E&aneh's application to nm for 



• Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam AI Majali receiving Shield] Mo¬ 
hammad ben Hamad Al Thant, brother of the emir of Qatar, who 
arrived in itannan W e dnesday on a three-day visit during which he 
will meet with His Majesty King Hussein ami Crown Prince Ha«aw_ 



ANNOUNCING 

THE INAUGURATION OF OUR 
GARDENS BRANCH 

Through our commitment towards offering you 
comprehensive banking services, 
we are pleased to announce the commencement 
of operations at our Gardens Branch. 

We are located on Wasfi Al Tal Street, 

Al Baraka Commercial Center. 

Tel: 688920/688932, Fax: 689039. 

We at Union Bank strive to offer you innovative services 
throughout the country. 

In UNION there is STRENGTH. In UNION there is PROGRESS. 


A Union Bank 

- ■ & For Savings & Investment 

Head Office: Tel. 666148 Fax 666149 P.O.Box 35104 Amman. Jordan 



























2THESTAR 


21 






^ '■ ^es-^ > 


Oman, Tunisia and 
GCC support lifting 
boycott on Israel 

M Oman supports the lifting of 
the economic boycott of Israel 
imposed by Arab countries. This 
was made dear by the recent state¬ 
ment delivered by the Omani Min¬ 
ister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Mr Yosef Bin Olowi Bin Abdullah 
in Washington. The minister said a 
peaceful solution should be found 
very quickly between Israel. Syria 
and Lebanon and that the eco¬ 
nomic boycott should be buried 
and forgotten. This view was also 
echoed by the Tunisian Foreign 
Minister Mr At Habecb Bin 
Yehiya in London. According 10 
Ad Dortour he said the issue of the 
lifting of the economic boycott 
was very important for all Arab 
countries. But he made it dear that 
the ending of the boycott must be 
linked io~ progress in the peace 
talks and to tangible development 
on the Occupied Territories. These 
are the dearest statements yet 
made by important Arab countries 
and con he taken as indicators of 
the genera] feelings about how 
other Arab countries feel about the 
boycott. Indeed, countries like 
Kuwait have previously said that 
they want Lhe boycott lifted but 
were waiting for progress to be 
made on the'peacc talks. The Gulf 
Cooperation Council said this 
week that they also conditionally 
support the lifting of the Arab boy¬ 
cott of Israel. Now that this has 
been achieved. Kuwait and like- 
minded other countries may be 
more than happy to be first to start 
normalization with Israel. 


60 percent more food 
needed 

0 Agricultural production must 
increase by at least 60 percent 
within the next two decades if it is 
to meet Jordan's growing popula¬ 
tion needs according to~ Minister 
of Agriculture. Mr Marwan 
Kama). In a message marking 
World Food Day he said that 
although agricultural land is lim¬ 
ited. there Is room for intensifica¬ 
tion of food production by improv¬ 
ing the efficiency of farming. This 
can.be done by introducing mod- 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


em techniques and better food 
production methods such as the 
cultivation of animal husbandry. 

Building roads for 
peace 

0 Israel seems to be wasting no 
time in its bid to cement the recent 
breakthroughs in the peace pro¬ 
cess, as it is already embarking on 
building a vast scheme of high¬ 
ways to connect its ports with 
Arab countries. Israel hopes that 
these roads would connect it to 
places as far away as Turkey. 

Israelis believe 
creation of Palestinian 
state inevitable 

0 Most Israelis believe the peace 
accord signed with the PLO will 
lead to the creation of a Palestin¬ 
ian state despite continued opposi¬ 
tion to the idea by most of the 
Labor government according to a 
poll released last week. Sixty nine 
percent of those surveyed said 
they believe a Palestinian state 
would eventually be established. 
Fourteen percent disagreed and 
the rest were unsure, according to 
the poll that was carried out by 
Telesker. 


Bread and other basic 
foodstuffs to go up 

0 The price of bread is expected 
to go up next year between five 
and 15 fils to reach 140 fils per 
kilogram according to a new study 
by the Ministry of Supply. The 
Minister of Supply Mr Radi Ibra¬ 
him said however, that he will try 
his best to minimize the increase 
to only five fils according to Ad 
Dastour. The present price of 
bread is only 85 fils per kilogram 
compared to its actual cost which 
is borne by the stale in terms of 
subsidizing grains. This year the 
Government has spent JD 45 mil¬ 
lion in subsidies. Annual con¬ 
sumption of wheat is between 
600-700 tons. The price of bread 
has already been raised by 10 fils 
the beginning of this year. The 
minister later denied that the price 
of brea^ would go up but said that 
this was mere press speculation.. 



96.858 claims filed by 
war victims 

0 The United 
Nations Com¬ 
mittee on Com¬ 
pensation for 
Gulf War vic¬ 
tims received 
a total of 

96.858 claims 
from Jordani¬ 
ans as of the end of September 

1993. according to Minister of 
Labor Mr Khalid Al Ghzawi. The 
minister, also the chairman of the 
Higher Committee for Compensa¬ 
tion, said that all claims are gov¬ 
erned by criteria set by the United 
Nations Security Council, which 
is also the Board of Directors of 
the Internationa] Committee on 
Compensation. Mr Ghzawi said 
the claims will be studied carefully 
before any decision is taken 
regarding compensation for each 
individual who claimed to have 
been affected negalivelv by the 
Gulf War. 

Election box 

0 559 people officially regis¬ 

tered to run for the November 
elections. Only three women have 
formally registered, an abysmal 
figure, for it was expected that 
women would run in increasing 
numbers. In Amman's seven elec¬ 
toral constituencies a total of 177 
people will be contesting the elec¬ 
tions. with an incredibly high 
number of two female candidates! 
In Irbid 137 candidates will be 
running, in Zerqa 54 including 
another woman, in Balqaa 47, Al 
Tafileh 17, Karaq 66. Maan 32 
and Mafraq 39. 

0 Ten Jordanian political parties 
will be officially contesting lhe 
elections. These include die 
Islamic Action Front with 36 can¬ 
didates. the Baath Arab Socialist 
Party with three candidates, the 
Communist Party with four candi¬ 
dates, the Popular Unity Party and 
Hashd will put up seven candi¬ 
dates. the Progressive Democratic 
Party three candidates, the Social 
Democratic Party seven candi¬ 
dates, the Progress and Demo¬ 
cratic Party four candidates and 
Dua’a with six candidates. Four 


members of the Al Mustaqbal 
party will run though the party 
itself has not officially put up any 
candidates. Tire same goes for 
' both Al Abd, Al Yaqatha and the. 
Arab Democratic parties who will 
have candidates though not offi¬ 
cially under their own name. The 
newly formed Motherland Party of 
Akef Al Fayez, and Mijbem Al 
Kreisha’s National Coalition said 
that is too early for their parties to 
be standing. All in all the new par¬ 
ties arc not putting up more than a 
100 candidates out of the 559 offi¬ 
cially registered. However, only 
six parties are expected to win 
seats in the next Parliament They 
include the Islamic Action Front, 
Hashd and the Popular Unity 
Party. The new parties such as 
Dua'a. the Democratic Socialist 
the Progressive, the Freedom and 
the Progress and Justice parties 
will be involved in coalitions and 
are putting up joint lists. 

B A not inconsiderable number 
of general secretaries of political 
parties will also be standing. 
These include: Azmi Al Khawaja 
of the Popular Unity Party, Dr 
Yacoob Zayadeen of the Commu¬ 
nist Party, Yousef Abu Bakr of 
Dua'a. Issa Mdanat of the Social 
Democratic, Abd Al Hadi Al 
Majali of Al Abd and Abd Al 
Raouf Al Rawabda of Yakaiha. 

0 Minister of Religious Affairs 
Dr Abdel Sal am Al Abedi has 
issued strict instructions barring 
sheikhs from giving their Friday 
sermons and resign if they wish to 
stand for the November elections. 
The reason given for such a deci¬ 
sion was that these sheikhs would 
use the sermons to further their 
election campaign. 

Conferences 

0 A 10-day regional workshop 
on the uses of nuclear technology 
began last Monday al the Univer¬ 
sity of Jordan. The workshop has 
been organized by the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources in 
cooperation with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
and the University of Jordan. Tak- . 
ing part are representatives from 
the United Arab Emirates. Iran, 
Turkey, - Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, 
Syria, Qatar and of course Jordan. 
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■.Air now introduces business class 


on all A320 flights, offering you the 
option of executive benefits and 
exclusive service. Youcanilv in comfort 



and style, and enjoy our traditional 
hospitality. Come fly with us and 
discover the international smile of the 


' Effective from 24 October 1993. 
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Taker Al Masri: 


goes to the people 


Suzanne Zima 

1 AN INDEPENDENT liberal can¬ 
didate for. the Third District of 
Amman. Taher Al Masri has what 
is in Jordan a different political 
style: be goes to the people. 

While most Jordanian politi¬ 
cians campaign behind desks in. 
their offices and wait for their 
constiroems io come to them, Al 
Masri's campaign schedule keeps 
him out ever night, rarely allowing 
him to return home before 11:00 
or 12:00 midnight. 

"You have to understand the 
psychology of the people. They 
like to feel that you (are) showing 
them appreciation by going to 
their houses, by asking for their 
support And when it comes from 
a man tike me who has been in 
high office, and you approach 
them personally, 1 think that they 
appreciate it (even) more," said Al 
Masri.' 

He is often asked whether there 
is real democracy in Jordan today. 
Says Al Masri. T cannot claim 
that our system is fully demo¬ 
cratic. like in England, for exam¬ 
ple. They started a long time ago. 
But tve are starting; this is the 
beginning of the road. You know, 
democracy is a process; it’s an 
education. 

"The past four years have 
proved that we could sustain the 
progress, that we could develop 
under the umbrella of Parliament 
You can see that foe conflict, 
sometimes Che violence in the 
streets, has disappeared because 
now there is (some) freedom to 
express yourself and you have rep¬ 
resentatives who to some extent 
can express your views and your 
frustrations inside foe Parliament 

Al Masri continued. There is a 
risk (in the democratic process), 
but the advantages are much 
greater. The risk is tile anti¬ 
democratic mentality (in Jordan 
society)— it's still there." 

Al Masri stresses the urgency of 
strengthening the institutions of 
democracy to lessen die risks in 
- the democratization process— 
both from sections in society not 
accustomed to democracy and 
from over-dependence on individ¬ 
uals, elected and appointed, rather 
than on the system. 

Asked how he sees the current 
situation in Jordan, Al Masri 
responded, "I see that die quality 
of everything in Jordan is v deterio- T 
rating-—the quality of education; 
the quality of health services, foe 
quality of civil service. 

"There is an imbalance in our 
society. You find that there is a 
high rate of unemployment, yet 
there is a very high number of for¬ 
eign laborers in this country. We 
used to have a large middle class - 
this has changed now. The middle 
class is being squeezed and the 
poor class is much larger than foe 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES CONTACT YOUR LOCAL 
TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR. 


CANADIAN IMMIGRA¬ 
TION obtain an immigrant visa 
for yourself and your depen¬ 
dents by investing $CDN 
250,000 for 5 years or by quali¬ 
fying under Self Employed or 
Entrepreneur categories of the 
Canadian Government Business 
Immigration Program. Call or 
write CNeale Associates Lim¬ 
ited, 1656 Robie Street, Hali¬ 
fax, Nova Soctia B3H 3E7, 
Canada. Tel (902) 885-3364 
Fax (902) 885-3171 (24 hours) 



middle class. 

"If we don’t start now... to 
change Jordan, then we will be 
retreating. Doing nothing is 
retreating." ... . ., 

Al Masri predicted.electricity 
shortages within two years and 
cited deterioration in communi¬ 
cations: "Our system used to be 
considered excellent fo foe (Mid¬ 
dle East) area. But we haven’t 
invested in communications for a 
long time because we have no 
resources—' Within 2 years. 

well be inferior in the area." 

Education reform is a priority, 
-beginning in foe first grades of 
schooling. "We have to enrich 
the mental capability of foe 
child, not just rood him informa¬ 
tion to memorize.- He has to team 

to evaluate,_to think, to have a 

challenge," said Al Masri. 

; At the university level, Al Masri 
advocates making foe system com¬ 
petitive, as in the West "The uni¬ 
versities are now centrally con¬ 
trolled. .We should abolish foe 
Ministry of Higher-Education. We 
should appoint a board of trustees 
for each university and. let them 
decide (their programs). There 
should be competition (between 
universities). 

(The universities) have no con¬ 
trol over (tire quality) of their stu¬ 
dents. The ministry. designates 
who goes to a university. Ibis is 
terrible. 

Asked why he has-not joined 
with a patty, Al Masri responded, 
"There are no parties. Legally 
there are, on paper.there are/butl 
don't think we have yet established 
a party system and the commit; 
meat of people ro parties and the: 
membership of the patties if very 
very low-except with the Islamists.. 
• T don't think that parties have 
established themselves in the tight 
way. They are still On the surface;. 
they are shallow, they have no pro-' 
grams, they have r» ideology.'; ; 

Explaining die causes of.a weak 
party system, Al Masri referred to 
historical circumstances in Jordan: 
a social system based on tribal 
relationships rather than ideology, 
the failed experience of other Arab 



'countries with :■ nationalistic or 
pan-Arab parties which proved 
foemselves undemocratic; and a 
strong regime in Jordan which 
served as a substitute for the party 
■ system. 

Al Masri dismissed the recent 
arguments about the legality of the- 
, Palestinian vote in Jordan in view 
of die peace agreement with 
Israel: These are Jordanian citi¬ 
zens and they should ami they will 
praejire their ridit in voting here. 

: "There is nothing that will be a 
. called a distinct Palestinian.... 
entity and a pure Jordanian-., 
identity." Al Masri continned. 
"Maybe now there is, but if we are 
taTicfng about foe future, 1 think. 
- 'there will be a Palestinian state, as 
in the United States and a Jorda¬ 
nian state. Buz it will be a confed¬ 
eration where you can move and 
you can change your address and 
your voting place., from here • to 
• there (and bade qgain)." 

A former Prime Minister, Al 
Masri's government was brought 
’ down by the Muslim Brotherhood 
. and certain Jordanian nationalists 
who opposed his commitment to 
-foe Middle East peace process: 

: . Al Masri's popularity is high in 
his Third District,- and be is 
thought certain to win has'seat in 
foe coming elections. As one sup¬ 
porter commented, *We hope he 
will again be our Prime Minister. 


Rocco Forte to 


tu 3--ii3Uu.il i«ii gr ■ ■ Aiioi 

THE HONORABLE Rocco ForteT 
Chairman of Forte Pic, will shortly 
begin a four-day tour of the Mid¬ 
dle East The tour will include vis-, 
its to Forte'Hotels properties in 
Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Dubai and 
concludes in 
Jordan. 

This will be 
Mr Forte's first 
visit to foe 
region - since 
his appoint¬ 
ment as chair¬ 
man of the 
Group a year 
ago. He will be 
accompanied 
throughout his 
tour by Mr 

Roy Tutty, ■ • • . j ; 

deputy group director of opera¬ 
tions, Mr Bob Lienhard, group 
strategy director, Mr Randolph 
Guthrie, managing -director of 
Forte Grand Hotels (who also vis¬ 
ited the region last month) and Mr 
Gerald Lawless, vice president :pf 
Forte Hotels Middle; East and 
Africa. - • ’ ", '.-I' 

Mr Rocco Forte, son of Lord 
Forte foe founder of the Group, 
has made a life-long career with 


■ • • . • • 

Forte Hotels. After several man¬ 
agement positions within the 
Group, he was first appointed to 
foe Board in 1973 as director of 
personnel.' He became deputy 
chief executive in 1978, was 


■ His Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan will W an 
official visit to Sontt Aok«; 
soon. The Storhaslearwsd. 
Jordan established .. fflptev 
matte relations with Pretoria 
recently. During his yttJtir 
Prince Hassan wfll meet with ’ 
President FW De Klerk awl 
ANC leader Mr Ndsqn 
Mandela. 

■ The Egyptian government 
has invited the foreign minis¬ 
ters of Jordan, Syria, Leba¬ 
non and the bead of foie polit¬ 
ical department of the PLO 
to meet in Cairo at the end of 
this month to evaluate the 
visit of special US coordina-. 
tor Mr Dennis Ross and to 
prepare for the planned yfrit 
to the. region by US Secretary 
of State . Mr Warren 
Christopher. 

■ A senior UN delegation 

wfiil visit Amman next week 
to study measures to ease up 
UN restrictions imposed on 
ships entering the Aqaba 
port. The delegation wffl 
include representatives from 
the United States, France and 
Britain. ~; 

0 Sources at the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing- £ 
said that its future projects 
will be targeted to helping 
low mod limited Income citi¬ 
zens, and added that the pri¬ 
vate sector will be allowed to - 
set uji^its. owp housing pro- 
jec&atconKng to prices and 
v^ricH# ihifcriti v£s to b£ isped- . 
tied later. 



■ Ministry of Planning 
sources said that Govern¬ 
ment subsidy of goods win 
slowly be decreased and wffl 
only be limited to certain 
needy sectors. Government 
subsidy of wheat is estimated j 
at JD 40 million. 


appointed joint chief executive iu 
January 1982 and subsequently 
chief executive in 1983. He has 
held bis current position as. chair¬ 
man of Forte Pic since October 
1992. 

.Commenting cm .his; forthcom¬ 
ing visit, Mr Forte said: The Mid¬ 
dle East is : due - of : : the ■ major 
. growth area* in foe-wbrid for the 
travel and tourism mdustry and as 
such it is a key market for Forte. 1 


am very much looking forward to 
iny tour of foe region and meeting .. 
with foe Forte management teams' 
here." 

Mr Forte last toured foe region 
two years ago in September 1991 ' 
as chief executive of the Group.. # 
He also visited foe Diplomat Hotel/ ' 
Bahrain, in February 1992 to cele-' 
brate foe hotel's 10th anniversary.: 

Since-foe Forte Hotels regional 
office .opened in Dubai early last 
year, foe Group has undertaken an 
ambitious program of expansion. 
This has included foe establish-, 
menl.of a-central reservations^ 
office, a centralized booking syir- - 
tem based in Dubai, which covers -.. . 
the whole of foe region—and the 
opening of an additional sales 
office in Saudi Arabia: 0 - 


in 



By Amy Henderson 

• Star staff writer'-' ■ ". 

THE.. WORLD Food Program 
announced last week it would ladd 1 
$3-5 million in food aid to foe $2* 
milli on pledged by other countries. 
The -aid package wffl. aid 140,000 
of the poorest Palestinian families 
in foe Gaza Strip. This is Ifoe 
United' Nation’s mst commitment 
to development support in foe 
Occupied Territories since the 
signing of . the Gaza-Jericho 
Accord- 

' Tt is critical that poor families 
are -assisted during this period of 
transition,” said WFP executive 
.■ director Catherine Bertian. “WFP's 
assistance is part of the UN's oyer- 
•’ an effort to enhance foe economic ' 
and social development of foe 
_ poorest j&estiman faim&es.”' 

According to WFP, many peo¬ 
ple-firing is Gaza who are not- 
dassified as refugees cannot 
■ afford to buy basic datiy fcxxJ 
. since the economy of foe area cql- 
- lapsed in foe aftenoai&of tire Gulf 


‘ employed in IsradL AfterJanuaiy 
1991, security restrictions cut the 
movement of. workers into. Israel 

• to50,000. 

•- More recently, the closure of the 
’ ’ Occupied Temtqries lasr March 
7 by foe Israeli authori ties has pre¬ 
vented the movement of workers, 
goods and sendees in and out of 
Gaza, causing; unemployment; to ■ 
skyrockets By the. beginning of 
March; only V3G.00G were still, 
working in Israel,; but the .closure 
had reduced thgr mnnbcr .to only; 
16,000 T?y June; fMaJed Fassih,'. 

- • WFPjprog^rrr direceor in Amman, 

- * told TMStarS -. 

-V. The March closure costs'Gaza 
ap pro ximateIy -S24 million daily ; 
.m adtfftifoi to lossesbf S350-iml- 
jn Hhmiai'remittarices fnearly 
half- of.foe Gazan GNP) since foe 
.QulEWar, he added/ -' 

• ’ ;T3i»Ptogram" ’sayS recent medi¬ 
cal jforveys bave fourKf half .the; 
psumant Palestinian^ “women arc. 

' sufen^frtMnbratoiimriwu poc^ 

' tors abo. BgOT 

in 'tteimmber' of children foag- 
nosed''iwithnKfotutritioD-felated 


j Until the Gulf- Wat, nearly'' 
; 80,000 . Gazans from - Gaza's" 
j 120,000 strong workforce were 


,: ?'0vtr' foe .next -foot months, 
WFE w#L -pipride 6468 . metric 


tons of rations to guarantee a good- 
daily- diet- ’for 140,000. hock 
refugees in Gazar large families,- 
the disabled, widows, the unem-v 
ptoyed and poor fanners: The free , 
rations of wheat, flour, rice; sugar , 
and butter oil will be supple--: 
mented by locally produced fresh 
vegetables and chicken purchased 
- by tbeWFP. ../ . r , r 
: “By purchasing supplies from:: 
.local fanners, WFP wifi befidping: •- 
.-in two ways: providing a balanced 
diet and stimulating the local econ-~ 
©my, which is now feeling the 1 ' 
UHpact of trade restrictions^ said 
. Bertim. V ' . ' . ; ~ 

Fassflj -told The Star that WFP 1 ’' 
will purchase approximately 1301 
tons of food from farmers, ut; foe 
._Sfnp. for'$1.00,000, - 1 q «Vfififny l. 
: focaL labor will provide over-land' 

. transportation of foe foofo foject-' - 
fog-imore : ihan $460,000 into-foe 
local economy. 

-JfJifi food rations will be dktribr 7 - 
Died monthly at p ar tir i nati rm lmdr - ■ 
Wtiomr irT Gaza, Khan Yotmis, " 

, Bat Lahia‘and 1 DdrEl'.. 

Bfflan by representatives from foe ; 

PalestimaB^Ked. Crescent Society, - ~ 
foe Palesfoaan Women’s 'Ubkhj, *’ " 


Committee&. 
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Elections, which elections? 

M Over 550 candidates have registered for the 8 November Par- 
uamentaiy elections—but man}' are not serious about r unning 
iiiere are new names and new rules in this campaign. For one. the 
Mraistry of Interior has prohibited public rallies. So. this is one 
election campaign involving the most senior of public offices 

^ vote *j s onl y know about candidates' programs from newspa¬ 
per ads and street banners. Face-to-face encounter can only taW> 
P*® 0 ® “ voters go to the candidate and not the other way 
for ttebetter* ** "° 10 follow—which is probably 

This promise to be one of the most confusing elections in Jor¬ 
dan's modern history. Not only the election law has been changed 
in such an awkward way with unfortunate social repercussions, 
but one cannot but feel unsympaihatic with the contenders. There 
arc familiar faces, former deputies who are hoping to be re¬ 
elected. These, the public know and tried. They will be judged 
according to their past performance. But there are new faces and 
new names and (heir aim is to become deputies so they can 
serve us—the citizens. 

In 1989 it was different There were real issues that people 
reacted to. Even the writings on the banners were different Jorda¬ 
nians. both the electorate and the candidates, wanted to end martial 
rule, institutionalize democracy, guarantee human rights, political 
and press freedoms and form political parties. Yes, there was a lot 
of empty rhetoric, but it was balanced out with some serious talk 
about changing the way Jordan was heading. 

What made the 1989 elections different too. was that the Gov¬ 
ernment was as serious about change as the candidates—if not 
more. True, our expectations were high then and after a while we 
realized that Parliament does not make miracles. In fact, we began 
to understand that democracy was a sluggish process, inching 
slowly towards higher goals. It can easily be slowed down, 
diverted and even halted 

Blame the former deputies? No. The need for political maturity 
applies to both the candidates and the voters. So if our deputies 
were too hopeful it is because we were too. So today we sense 
apathy—a typical syndrome in all democracies. Probably it has to 
do with political upheavals across the River, the prospects of peace 
with Israel, and the changing world climate. 

To return to these elections. Away from the rise of tribal influ¬ 
ence. regionalism and racial feelings here and there, the question 
that every Jordanian must ask himself is this: What do we need 
from the next Parliament? The answer is extremely difficult in the 
light of the present circumstances. But if we even begin to answer^ . 
this gty&tfod OKiCw.iirifebCfip getting dqseptasddflmng wlihwc*t \ 
"of dptyftg 8 NbWtfrtbef. “ ; 

Who's playing the game? 

V Who's playing in the elections game? We know that the major 
tribes are fielding their own candidates; we know that the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) is putting 36 candidates in all constituencies, 
and we know that some political parties have announced their can¬ 
didates while others are unofficially backing their members. And 
of course there are independent candidates of all sorts and affilia¬ 
tions. The PLO is said to be backing certain candidates in certain 
districts also. The undercurrents of Jordanian politics, it seems, are 
thundering, but all is deceivingly quiet at the surface! 

Finding a niche in the media market 

V Two new Arabic dailies are now available to Jordanian readers. 

Al Aswaq is Jordan's first economic and business daily. It was pub¬ 
lished for about two years as a weekly and succeeded then in pre¬ 
senting itself as a dedicated publication furthering the causes of , 
privatization, liberal economic policies and sound economic plan¬ 
ning. It's publisher, Mustafa Abu Libdeh, now has a tough assign¬ 
ment: keeping the integrity and credibility of his daily while mak¬ 
ing sure it makes money. These are not easy times for a newcomer 
in the Jordanian press. With tens of newly licensed publications, 
the Jordanian reader is literally fed up with sleazy publications, 
whether party-affiliated or independent, that offer nothing new. 
Privalclv owned publications, like Al Aswaq . are trying to establish 
themselves as credible marketing tools too. That means advertising 
money. It is too early to sound judgment, but we think the market 
needs a specialized publication like Al Aswaq. On the other hand, 
Akher Khabr. did not-have a successful past like Al Aswaq . Pub¬ 
lished by Bassero Sakijha as a weekly, it was subjeetto the censor¬ 
ship laws since it was not licensed as a Jordanian publication then. 

It folded after a short struggle. . . ,_ . , 

This time, the daily afternoon tabloid, is both Jordanian ana 
well-funded. But Mr Sakijha’s political daily is playing by new 
rules for die Jordanian press. Afternoon or evening papers had no 
success in the past probably because Amman do^ not tove the 
commuter transportation system of Lxmdon or New York or the 
bustling nightlife of downtown Cairo. Again Akher Khabr wU 
have to find a niche in an increasingly crowded market Both 
papers may have miscalculated by appearing onejnonih KfonOie 
elections. Commercial advertising recedes during the election 
campaign, and is replaced by campaign ads that go almost entirely 
oTtS) dinosaurs of the Jordanian press, namely Ad Dustour 
:,nd At Rai. The two have been publishing their newspapers m two 
daily sections in order to absorb the torrents of election ads Oxi¬ 
dates like to plav it safe and advertise in the two established dai¬ 
lies. Tim bad Tor the aspiring competition. 

Dr Shaath’s blueprints 

a Dr Nabi! Shaath, Yasser Arafat's political advisor and chief 
P il^stinian negotiator at the Taba talks, is a rising star. He is the 
of ihe economy of the future Palestinian entity. With 
SrfiSnSVn »Uh Europe, the US. the World 
B^t JnrUnn and Israel, Dr Shaath, a successful busmessmanand 
Sis is in a position to see where tittupt are comrog from. 
Hisbnrrroviwd speech at the conference on Arab Future Horizons, 

H iwnr shnnih's TEAM International, proved that he is 

"rSn.io.oI ceoiwndc Ughl-weighc But between Dr Shaath's 
mostlv positive and reassuring predictions about the future of M- 
rstmeand Om region, is reality in a changing world We hope Dr 
"Sh^eprints for the region will he drawn .0 scale! 


For Rent 

Furnished roof, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 
1 sittina area, dining room and lounge. 

Tel: 695399 







Edited by Bilal Hijjawi 


His Majesty King Hussein meets with President Yasser Arafat’s political advisor Dr Nabil Shaath. Dr Shaath opened the 
three-day conference entitled Future Horizons in a Changing World last Monday. (See front page story) 

Michel Marto of the Central Bank of Jordan: 

'Israel is not an 
economic giant .. 1 


M * P » l 


652 380 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr 
Michel Marto is the deputy 
governor of the Central 
Bank of Jordan. He says that 
the peace falb wOl bring 
positive changes to the 
region. He believes Palestini¬ 
ans and the Jordanians vrip 
eventually build np bridges 
of cooperation, even stronger 
than those present today. 
Thongh some Jordanian 
intellectuals anticipate nega¬ 
tive rlianges, he sees peace as 
a more interesting game than 
war where everyone stands 
to benefit. He talked to The 
.Star's Business Editor Bilal 
HyjawL Excerpts follow. 

A tug of war may prevail in 
Lycoming fr*li|y|^sv^tteen 
nkfitm? vying for' influence in 
die economy of the new Pales¬ 
tinian entity. Where do. we 
stand? 

It all depends on the outcome of 
negotiations with all the parties 
concerned. These negotiations are 
going to be most difficult- It 
depends on what peace we are to. 
have and what kind of economic 
a rran g em ents will be agreed upon. 
All matters have to be negotiated. 

But the outcome of negotia¬ 
tions will not keep Israel out of 
any economic arrangement 
reached— 

It will only be clear as we go 
along and find out what kind of 
peace and economic arrangements 
we are going to have, what kind of 
authority, both political and eco¬ 
nomic, [what] will be given to the 
Palestinian administration during 
the interim period and what kind 
of economic relations are to be 
established between Jordan, the 
Palestinians and the rest of the 
region and the world. Jordan 
knows what it wants and hopes to 
achieve but the outcome of negoti¬ 
ations is still not clear. [Among] 
Jordanians and Palestinians, we 
are aiming for the free movement 
of goods. We'd like to see trade 
flourish between us. 

Israel is Tar more advanced 
than we are: In agriculture, 
electronics, aviation,, and 
defense industries. How could 
we have an economic balance 
during peace? 

It is true that they have some 
advanced industries, but Israeli 
products have not conquered the 
world. Israeli trade is relatively 
small. [They have] about $15 bil¬ 
lion In exports, mainly in dia¬ 
monds, armaments and some agri¬ 
cultural products [among other 
industries, but to a lesser extent]. 
Excluding agriculture, they have 
to compete with industrial coun¬ 
tries for export markets. If you 
consider agriculture, then yes, 
Israel is developed. But again, 
their agriculture is geared towards 
western European markets and it 
is high priced Israel imposes 
restrictions and limitations on 
agricultural exports from the West 
Bank to both Israel and abroad. 
This means that the West Bank 
and Gaza could compere effec¬ 
tively against some Israeli agricul¬ 
tural products; Palestinian agri¬ 
cultural prices are lower than 
Israeli products and production is 
relatively high. It seems that Israel 
has been worrying about opening 
its markets to Palestinian goods 
while the West Bank and Gaza 
have been free markets for all 
kinds of Israeli products. 

Trade is based on compara¬ 
tive advantage: Palestinians 
could compete in some fields 
while the Israelis could compete 
in other areas— 

Israel has an advantage in ccr- 


about $15 billion a year 
... this is nothing com¬ 
pared to other coun¬ 
tries. What is being 
said about Israel's pos¬ 
sible monopoly over 
regional markets is for 
political consumption. 
We keep hearing about 
how the Israelis will 
conquer our markets, 
yet the Arab world is 
open to all kinds of 
products: Japanese. 

American. French. Ital¬ 
ian, German and what 
have you. Israel will 
just be another country 
competing with them 
and others. One must 
also remember that the 
Israeli economy is a 

_ highly subsidised and 

lobar • LinoiJit yiiiuo 3 *'-' ,,J I .auw/J overly.regulated.ccorfc: 
SflP. r » . .ruioioi ooiy which idflfiS .JJOI*. 

i.. .tiir.ti, -. make it vo cy. . effi cient— 

agricultural products like However, one can delect the 
fruits but they do not com- winds of change affecting Israel's 
dth Palestinians as the latter economic policies. 


. Mail aq^i\ •i*J#arn« ililriiii srf: 

tain agricultural products like 
exotic fruits but they do not com¬ 
pete with Palestinians as the latter 
do not produce these fruits. They 
are competing with countries out¬ 
side the region and not with us. 
Smaller economies have benefited 
from being involved with larger 
economies. Lower costs of pro¬ 
duction become an advantage as 
in the case of the Asian Tigers and 
China who have benefited 
immensely as they increased their 
exports. Look a Mexico which 
wants to be part of NAFTA 


We should not 
underestimate the 
abilities of the 
Jordanians and 
Palestinians to invest, 
work hard, compete, 
benefit and prosper 
under peace. 


[North American Free Trade 
Agreement] because it believes 
that it will benefit from opening 
up to the large US and Canadian 
economies. 

What about Israel's involve¬ 
ment in regional markets? 

Israeli exports to the world are 


We have an emotional 
approach to things and that has 
led many to arrive at the wrong 
conclusions— 

It is unfortunate that many peo¬ 
ple prejudge the outcome of any 
event as disastrous without fully 
comprehending and analyzing the 
impact of that event or action. We 
should not think of Israel as an 
economic giant. It simply and 
dearly is not. Some 
people earlier stated 
. that if the people of 

Ot the West Bank and 

- Gaza stopped using 

trLP the Jordan dinar as 

the legal tender, the 
\ p Jordanian dinar and 

economy will suffer. 
ymJt Now, these same 

rtf* people are saying 

v that if the dinar 

JVC Sly becomes the legal 

currency of the Pal- 
UCtCm estinian economy, it 

t ' will be disastrous for 
rnpi* Jordan. These anu- 

* lysts have the feeling 

that whenever Israel 
• is not contesting an 

issue, then that issue 
is not worth it to 
them. 


But can you have your cake 
and eat it too—in economic 
terms? 

You can't have peace and not 
have it at the same time. You 
either want peace and work hard 
to achieve it or you don't. We 
have to understand this. We need 
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peace as much as they do in order 
to divert all our energies for our 
political, economic and social 
development and a brighter future 
for all. We should not underesti¬ 
mate the abilities of the Jordanians 
and Palestinians to invest, work 
hard, compete, benefit and prosper 
under peace. 

A major Israeli school of 
thought believes that peace will 
cause Israel to disappear in the 
future— 

No. everyone will benefit from 
peace, if it is a just peace. Peace is 
a positive-sum game where the 
cake is larger and everyone can 
benefit- The German and Japanese 
economies prospered under peace 
but the English did not relatively 
achieve as much. However, all 
have benefited from peace. Econ¬ 
omy.is people and policies and 
wHaf you'ttr&rif'lb do with them. If.’ 


A mega corporation for Palestine 

■ A bunch of famous Palestinian billionaire businessmen are 
joining arms in chartering a mega corporation to develop and 
resuscitate the economy or the Occupied Territories. The name, 
not final stSQ, is Palestine Development. Still in incubator 
stages, the fathers of the company are bent on attracting busi¬ 
nessmen not interested in immediate financial rewards but in 
the medium term. "The idea is to create a company that will 
look for and find areas where developments in the Occupied 
Territories would lead other vital sectors to develop and to¬ 
wards job creation," Mr Miqdad Innab, Mr Sabeeh Al Masri's 
business manager in Amman, told 77re Star. 

According to Mr Nidal Sukhtian, Chair man of the Board at 
the Sukhtian Group, initial investments are projected at $250 
million. Yet these investments are not without conditions. "This 
is assuming that the future state of Palestine is democratic and 
the system of the economy will be free enterprise," says Mr 
Sukhtian. However this shouldn't be a difficult delivery. Ac¬ 
cording to Mr Sukhtian, the only infrastructure we bave.pow is 
the business infrastructure at any rate: Companies owned by- 
Palestinians and Jordanians in the diaspora, accomplished in 
their fields like construction, manufacturing and services. He 
added that the coming government will have to be limited to 
j enforcing security, law and order. But wbo did you talk to In 
the PLO? "It was Mr Yassir Arafat who asked us to come up 
| with an idea to funnel investments needed to develop the liber¬ 
ated territorries and not to wait," says Mr Sukhtian. He said 
that Mr Arafat emphasized the fact that the tcrilorries are al¬ 
ready in the hands of the private sector since all institutions arc 
private. 

Sabeeh Al Masri. Saeed Al Khouri, Nidal Sukhtian. Munib 
Al Masri and Haseeb Al Sabagh are among the investors. Ac¬ 
cording to Mr Snkhtian, 30 to 50 percent will be owned by 
them and the rest is to be offered to the public as shares in the 
liberated territories and the company will be registered there. 
"Our intentions will be to help the new Palestinian entity in¬ 
crease its economic productivity and to GNP growth and thus 
to help the future government implement democratic rule." 

$2.5 billion... big deal! 

■ One cannot but feel aggrieved over what Palestinians are 
considering to be a whole lot of money coming to their rescue. 
So far about $2i> billion has been pledged for the proposed Pal¬ 
estinian entity over the coming two years, but they will need 
mudi more if they are to launch various development projects. 
While Israel continues to receive over $4 billion in aid annual¬ 
ly, it is planning to ask for more, now that tile West is in a gen¬ 
erous mood. What the donors may have missed is that the op¬ 
portunity losses alone for the Palestinians during more than 26 
years of occupation would run in the hundreds of billions. Is¬ 
rael is giving a measly $70 million to help the autonomy project 
take off! Talk about compensations. Did the World Bank ex- 

fperts, who prepared a report on the needs of the Occupied Ter- 
; ritories, calculate the cost of broken limbs, lost lives, deported 
families, confiscated houses and far mlan ds and dosed universi- 
.ties, schools and hospitals? 1 

Palestinians find new purpose 

Continued from page 1 


^ HOWCVe £ 3,1 ries is made a one party dictator- 
have benefited from peace. Econ- sW wi]l compan- 

fSjSf* '■$ tahip in your one pnson cell.- 
wHaf you Mnt (o do with them. If, sajd Dr Sta . aIh refulcd 

for e jt an a p lc..iiM ri an has Ihe »n>np—Hntjjtrtrellea by a PalSfifiinn 
economic: polte.es, Jordan wtllsuf- ^ a this would happen 

fcr. But if we did adhere 10 proper cncc Mr ArafaI in coraro Tfc 
fiscal and monetary policies, the liberated territories, 
economy will prosper. Agreeing with a widely held 

„ »- j.. conviction he said. Tm able to 

How roll Jordan reahze the spo , ^ ^ My of 

muts or peace. you the numerous flaws in the 

We will benefit from growth in ^ for ^ Dme 

trade, tourism and foreign invest- about this aspect." 

ments in the area under peace ^ 5 ^ said He ^ 

Tounsts are tired of going to ihe ^ ^ ^ Pa]esdnian5 rec]aim 
same places eveiy year and lc»k ^ ]osr idenrity Bur ^ ^ 
for new anractionsw Tourism ^ ^ Isradis ^ ^ 

creates jobs and bnngr-in foreign ^ a free ride Hfi explained 
exchange and this sector employs ^ Israe , is WghIy ^ated and 
large amounts of people. ■ weighed down by a heavy foreign 


debt whereby it survives mainly 
due to Western aid of over $3 bil¬ 
lion annually; " 's- 

The Arab Bank^based^in Am-- 

tinational construction^ company 
owned by diaspora Palestinians— 
based in Abu Dhabi and many oth¬ 
er institutions in the diaspora have 
established resources and contacts 
worldwide waiting for a chance to 
invest in the future state of Pales¬ 
tine," Dr Sha'ath added. He invited 
Jordanians and Palestinians to be¬ 
gin coordinating joint ventures for 
reconstruction purposes. He point¬ 
ed a finger at the audience and 
said that it is your responsibility to 
start investing in the Occupied 
Territories now before it becomes 
late. ■ 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

Cyprus Airways announces its two weekly 
flights from/to Lamaca as part of its winter 
schedule effective 5 November 1993 as follows: 
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FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


-Wf yy n - 

LARNACA 20,10 

AMMAN 21,35 

AMMAN 11,40 

LARNACA 13,15 


SUNDAY 


SUNDAY 


LARNACA 18,15 


AMMAN 20,25 


AMMAN 

rf 1 i.-’h-.• •; 

19/40 

LARNACA 

22,10 


For reservations-and information call your travel agent or 
general sales agent/Jordan; . 

PETRA TRAVEL & TOURISM CO ]pf 

PETRATOURS 


Shmeisani/dose to Commodor Hotel, 
Tel:670493/670449 Fax 681402 
A mm an/ Jordan 
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The Issue of Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails 






Our Say 


Let's Have fair elections! 

THIS PARLIAMENTARY election is having more than its fair share of controversy. 
It all started when the 11th Parliament was dissolved before its time, an event that was 
followed by a unilateral amendment of the electoral law by the Government Then 
there were speculations about whether the elections would be held on time or not 
When the Government finally made up its mind and the elections were officially 
launched, candidates came out to accuse the Government of forcing unfair campaign 
rules. 

One such rule, a new one indeed, is the Ministry of Interior's ban on election rallies. 
This is strange because one can hardly have election campaigns without having elec¬ 
tion rallies. The law is clear about where such rallies are prohibited, but says nothing 
about banning them altogether. 

Such actions by the Government have prompted many to speculate about the reasons 
behind them. Some say they are designed to scatter the Islamic Action Front's efforts 
to muster public support before the 8 November polling day. Others accuse the Gov¬ 
ernment of wanting to prevent any public expression of opinions on the peace process 
and the Pafestinian-Israeli agreement. But whatever the reasons, surely the people have 
the right to express their opinions within the law? And surely no democratic experi¬ 
ment would be viable if voters and candidates are kept apart through summary and 
unjustified measures. 

One can sense, with sadness, that this election has been dwarfed in the public mind 
in comparison with the 1989 elections. That sense of euphoria and active involvement 
is missing today and one can hardly blame the contenders for iL 

We have had to learn many things about democracy in the last four years. Some of 
the basics we have learned through trial and error, others with simple logic and com¬ 
mon sense. There were times when it appeared that our democratic experiment was 
doomed, but democracy in Jordan triumphed. 

Now we have to answer one very elementary question. Do we adapt democracy to 
sen e certain political aims, or do we adapt ourselves to the requirements of democracy 
without compromising national goals and priorities? 

We say that there are certain elements in democracy which must not be bargained 
with. Beyond the immediate gains of this Government or that, democracy and the 
whole country will suffer. People will choose their representatives on 8 November 
because it is their Constitutional right, not because the Government deems so. And 
within that context people must have freedom to assemble and to debate national 
issues, if they are to exercise that right responsibly on election day. 

The Government must rise above party politics if it is to stay a Government of the 
people and for the people. But if it plays one party against the other, whether intention¬ 
ally or not, and if it changes the rules of the game without notice, then our democracy 
will end up no different from other so-called democracies in the region. ■ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

To the editor 

Being an impartial reader l can¬ 
not but voice my disapproval 
when I read The Star criticizing 
JTV for its spelling mistakes, and 
concurrently, find that in its very 
own paces. The Star has managed 
to print a few spelling mistakes it¬ 
self (regularly so». 

The criticism appeared in your 
issue dated 5-13 October. To point 
out n couple of mistakes: I) in J. 
Abu Rizks' article, the word "star¬ 
tling" was misspelled twice. 2) or? 
page 8. "Namibia" was misspelled 
“Namcbia." 

Having worked as a proofreader 
for a number of years. I cannot 
help hut notice spelling and lan¬ 
guage mistakes, which appear 
quite frequently in the two Eng¬ 
lish language newspapers here. 

So. do please improve on your 
work before dishing out criticism 
to the television. You arc the ones 
writing in the English language, 
and a good job you make of it 
(most of the time!) A good proof¬ 
reader w ould he all it lakes. 

it is all meant to he constructive 
criticism, and 1 hope to see im¬ 
provements soon. 

Salmi Baroody-Trudel 
Amman 



0 A large number of Palestinian prisoners and detainees will 
be released as part of Israel's negotiation with the PLO 
according to Israel's prime minister Mr Rabin. Such a prisoner 
release however, would be linked with the release of the Israeli 
airforce navigator Ron Arid and other information about three 
other Israeli soldiers missing in Lebanon since 1982. Mr Rabin 
indicated that the release of the Palestinian prisoners could 
lake a while because of their size. He said "We have to discuss 
criteria and phases...we are talking about large numbers." 
Israel says that there are 11.000 Palestinians held in her jails 
but the figure could be as high as 13,000 according to top PLO 
aides. 
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By John Zogby 

AN ALL-OUT campaign exists to 
portray Islam as the new enemy of 
the West, to replace the Cold War 
against communism with what is 
referred to as "radical Islam” or 
"Islamic fundamentalism." 

The coverage—whether inten¬ 
tional or not—fosters an image of 
"Islamic radicals," "fundamental¬ 
ists," or people that are simply not 
like us. 

The American public does not 
seem to have as negative a view 
! of Muslims or Islam as we might 
| have thought. Following the Gulf 
War and the World Trade Center 
(WTC) bombing and subsequent 
arrests, most Americans refuse to 
offer a judgment condemning or 
ridiculing Islam or Muslims as 
public opinion polls show. The 
press has also had less of an 
impact in shaping public views 
and images than previously 
thought 

An overall survey of major print 
articles and headlines of the WTC 
bombing and subsequent arrests 
reveals a range of efforts from a 
focus on the immediate news to be 
covered to shrill attempts to create 
a drumbeat against Islam. In the 
case of the former, the negative 
portrayal of Muslim suspects. 
Sheik Abdel Rahman, "Islamic 
fundamentalism” or "Islamic radi¬ 
calism” is revealed simply in the 
actual news to be reported—with 
no overt attempt to stereotype. 
What is usually missing in both 
the print and broadcast media is a 
serious attempt at perspective and 
context. 

Thus, headlines and articles 
reduce the world of Islam to a 
handful of suspects and a suspi¬ 
cious sheik with a dangerous past 
In die wake of the bombing inci¬ 
dent, there has been little effort at 
representing the habits and life¬ 
styles of most of the tens of mil¬ 
lions of Muslims, or even the per¬ 
spective of the perhaps five to six 
million Muslims who now live in 
the United States. 

Examples of this type of "stick 
to the news of the day" coverage 
can be found in the major dailies 
in the US. With few exceptions, 
both the headlines and content 
reveal one-dimensional portraits 
of faceless fanatics, radicals, and 
terrorists found in a region that is 
violent. "Byzantine," and enemy 
territory. 

On the other hand, of course, 
there are overt pieces designed to 
stir hatred. Several themes emerge 
from the various articles and com¬ 
mentaries in this category: First, a 
rush to judgment: those accused 
of the WTC bombing being con¬ 
victed in the press even before 
their trials begin. Secondly, a dan¬ 
gerous and dehumanizing ten¬ 
dency to exaggerate when describ¬ 
ing "Islamic fimrianrairalism * 
fat a 8 July column, William F 
Buckley suggests an "incompati¬ 
bility of our own culture and that 
of the fundamentalist Mohamme¬ 
dan." In the New York Post, Ste¬ 
ven Emerson, writing about the 
alleged plot to blow up two tun¬ 
nels in New York City, suggests 
that the Arab Muslims arrested 
portray a "ruthless fanaticism, the 
likes of which the West has never 
seen.” 

A third theme calls for a West- 


Public opinion: 

American 




of Islam 


era Jihad against Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

Lacking any real understanding 
of Islamic history or die root 
causes of anti-Western feelings in 
the Islamic world, these writers 
lend further credence to writers 
like Professor Dallal who argue 
that "radical Islam” is replacing 
the Red Menace in a new Cold 
War, and whose adherents are 
potential terrorists. A fourth theme 
is of a crusade that feeds an anti- 
immigrant hysteria. 

Buckley is one of several com¬ 
mentators to suggest that immigra¬ 
tion laws should be adjusted "with 
some reference to this problem." 
A poll conducted on 
9-11 July by CNN/ 

USA Today/ 

GALLOP POLL 
underscores this 
point. While 52% 
feel that the number 
of immigrants enter¬ 
ing the US from 
European countries 
is "about right" and 
33% feel Acre are 
"too many," only 
24% say that immi¬ 
gration from Arab 
countries is "about 
right,” while 64% 
say there are "too 
many"—the lowest 
of any group. The 
results of my poll 
conducted for the 
American Islamic 
Council reinforce 

this sentiment with - ~ 

42% calling for restrictions on 
Muslim inurtigratioQ- 

At the same time there have 
been a few efforts in the main¬ 
stream press to move beyond hys¬ 
teria and stereotyping as the arti¬ 
cles on Islam ran by the New York 
Times between 2-7 May show. 

But important and balanced arti¬ 
cles on Islam have been attempted 
by Christopher Dickey of News¬ 
week entitled, "Should We Fear 
Islam?" and the positive effort to 
negate stereotyping of Muslims in 
the film "Aladdin" in a review by 
the Progressive. 

But these few notable efforts are 
more than outweighed by outra¬ 
geous pieces in the likes of Life 
Magazine, which stares m The 
Faces of Islam" that "among 
believers, Islam is a universe- 
generous, self-evident, inevita¬ 
ble... and intense. But when Islam 
goes into the messy business of 
lare 20th Century regional politics. 


tire sweet clarity of the. desen 
be gins to took Eke fanaticism, and 
religious intensity lakes on the 
dangerous edge of dogmatic zeaL" 
But .perhaps the most offensive 
image:of- Islam was conjured up 

by The. New Yorker magazine 
when its July 26 cover stowed a 
boy dressed as an Arab threaten¬ 
ing a sandcastle city on the 
beach—an obvious reference to 
Islamic violence and terrorism. _ 
Regarding attitudes, my polling 
firm conducted a poll of American 
nationwide attitude towards Islam 
and Muslims for the American 
Muslim Council from March 16- 
23, after the WTC bombing and 



the first of several arrests. We sur¬ 
veyed 905 adults and the results 
for Muslims were mixed. On tire 
negative side tire following was 
found: first, onty one in.five had 
a favorable opinion of Islam, plac¬ 
ing R in last place among the select 
list of religious groups tested. That 
contrasts with the 67% favorable 
rating for Roman Catholicism, 
65% for Presbyterianism, 60% for 
Lutheranism, 52% for Judaism, 
39% for "Christian fundamental¬ 
ism," and 35% for Mormonism. 

This finding is consistent with 
the result of a Los Angeles Times 
poll conducted between 18 and 19 
February. In that poll of 1273 
adults nationwide, Islam received 
a 14% favourable rating and a 
22% unfavorable rating._: 

Second, two in five -polled 
agreed that "there should be 
restrictions on the number of Mus¬ 
lims allowed to immigrate to tire 
US, while 31% disagreed,, and 


Islam and Democracy: 

Parameters of debate 


Islam and Democracy: Fear of 
die modern world, by Fatima 
Menrissi, Addison-Westey Pub- 
fishing, New York 1992,195 pp. 

Reviewed by 
As'ad Abu Khalil 

FATIMA MERNISS1 is uniquely 
qualified to tackle the subject of 
Islam and democracy. Her writ¬ 
ings on gender issues in Islam 
have led her to explore in depth 
the vast body of Arabic writings 
on Islamic jurisprudence. She is 
one of the few people writing on 
the Middle East who enjoys a 
solid foundation in Western aca¬ 
demics and Islamic studies. She 
has explored the Quran, the 
Hadith, and other works on Islam 
in order to form an independent 
judgment on the issue of Islamic 
attitudes towards women. Her 
approach to Islam has undergone 
some changes over the years; 
recently, she seemed to take an 
apologetic view of the prophet 
Muhammad, despite what she said 


concerning bis negative views on 
women. But those who think Mer- 
nissi is only an expert on women 
in the Middle East will change 
their minds after reading this 
book. 

The subject of Islam and 
democracy has become a fashion¬ 
able one: academics and Islamic 
fundamentalist advocates are both 
writing profusely about this sub¬ 
ject. This book, however, is not a 
typical scholarly one: it is at times 
anecdotal and conversational, but 
it has more insights and fresh 
ideas than many scholarly books 
on the Middle East 

Al a time when the ascendancy 
of Islamic fundamentalism is 
intimidating many Muslims, Mer- 
trissi’s treatment of the subject is 
quite daring. She manages to talk 
critically about Islam without fall¬ 
ing into the prejudices and mis¬ 
conceptions of some classical 
orientalist. Critical inquiry into 
Islam has been taboo for several 
centuries, and the parameters of 
debate on Islam have also been 


narrowed in recent years due to 
the dramatic rise in Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist power in most Islamic 
countries. The religious and politi¬ 
cal intolerance of most fundamen¬ 
talist groups has not been com¬ 
pletely discouraged by many Arab 
governments, which often engage 
in Islamic rationalization, of their 
policies and deeds. 

Memissi manages to cover 
many issues in this book, from the 
consequences of the Gulf war to 
issues of human rights in Islamic 
countries. However,- the book has 
a number of weaknesses. First, 
there are too many anecdotes 
about. Memissi wandering ftithe 
souq-, these give the book a certain 
egocentric cast Another major 
weakness lies in MemissTs fixa¬ 
tion with Ibn Mandhur's Lisan al- 
Arab. Although Lisan Al Arab is 
the best Arabic dictionary ever- 
produced, Memissi's excessive 
interest in the rich contributions of 
Ibn Mandhor lead her to many dzs- . 
tractions thru are not centralto die 
book. In addition, the Arabic' 


transliterations in her book are not 
as accurate as they should be: gov¬ 
ernance in Arabic, for example, is - 
hukm not hikm. The expression 
and daya' (sic) frieans ”1 am lost," 
not "my life is a mess.” Further¬ 
more, her obsession with the veil 
leads her to mistakenly translate 
Iron Curtain to al lujab al hadidi - 
(the iron veil) instead of the stan- 
dard sitar al hadidL 
Yet, this book is one of the most 
interesting books-iri: English on the 
subject of; Islflm and democracy. 
Menrissimakesilluminating refer¬ 
ences to the- major acade m ic con- 
tributions on the : subject by Arab - 
scholars in Arabic- and" French. 
These contributions" are often 
ignored in En glish lan guage stud¬ 
ies of the region. She makes refer¬ 
ences, for example, to die works 
of the brilliant Moroccan philoso¬ 
pher Muhammad Abid AMabiri, 
who is still unknown to many 
Western scholars, and to the Tuni¬ 
sian philosopher Hishem Djait. , 
especially his articles in the French 
journal Le DebaL. She" also makes 


1 21 % Were not sure.This desire to 

restrict MusUra mumgradon was 

consistent among .four .-in ’ ten 

polled in ail region. A majority of 

-those with a high school education 
and those over. 55 yearsr of age 
- supported restrictions." 

' Third, two in five agfaed with 
the statement Chat "Muslims tend 
to be religious fanatics," while 
only 24% disagiwri.- and 33% 
.were not sure." Fourth.-mdre Amer¬ 
icans were likely to agree that 
"Muslims are not tolerant of oth¬ 
ers" (28%) than disagreed-(22%) 
and 50% were not sure. 

One in five said the "events fol¬ 
lowing the WTO bombing (would) 
negatively-impact their views of 
Muslims." Sixth, according to the 
Los Angeles Times poll,'41% felt. 
"Islam is not compatible with 
Western style democracy," while 
oniy l0% felt it was. 

But the results of the poll were 
not as bad as one might have sus¬ 
pected. There were some beaded 
pieces of good news for Muslims: 
First, in my poll for die American 
Muslim Council, while Islam had 
the lowest positive and highest 
negative ratings among the relig¬ 
ious groups tested, it virtually tied 
with Hinduis m winch - also 
received only a 23% favorable rat¬ 
ing and a 31% unfavorable rating. 
Perhaps most significantly, two in 
five of those polled were either not 
sure or had no opinion on each 
group. One might have suspected 
the. negative publicity for Islam 
would put it in a much more nega¬ 
tive light than Hinduism which has 
received very little publicity. 

The fact that .foe two Eastern 
religions tied suggests that they 
suffer equally from American pub¬ 
lic ignorance. - 

Second, while 43% agreed foal 
Muslims tend to be religious fanat¬ 
ics, more Americans (47%) agreed 
that home-grown “fundamentalist 
Christians" tend to be religious 
fanatics. 

Similarly, while 28% agreed that 
"Muslims are not tolerant of oth¬ 
ers", 30% felt the same about fun¬ 
damentalist Christians and 22% 
said the same about Jews. On tins 
question, 52% were not sure about 
Muslims, whfie 42% were not sure 
about fundamentalist Christians 
and 32% about Jews. 

Fourth, abouttwo mTive agreed 
that."Muslims tend to lead clean 
and respectable lives." while only 
15% disagreed and 48% were not. 
sure. This compares with 66% 
who agreed that .Jews lead clean 


and n»pectaWff^. a*Jg> 
view funddttKirtafiSt- l 

The major dtffcrew* 
rt*ariv half wefe. u»OTt «iCKS 

XSmTottiy 

respectively, were **0*,ftgst, 
Jews and 

Christians- . -1. : r -' 

Fifth, only ow fiw aSRttj 

that the "Muslim popaWatW.#*--- 
United States « growing too tap- 
idly." while 28% ; 

52 % were not sure. 

Sixth, according W. «W. : ins 
Angles Tones: poll.; WMt AgtSfe. 
cans felt tharishmt does not^Bartr- 
a threat to: foe security 
United States and its western 

( 37 %) chon those who fecfit idag 
(29%). One, In three (34%) .were ■' 

not sure. . ■ ' ' • T 

Scventh, on tire prcvtou& ty cUea ; 
question about Islam ml Wtagfr- 
sryle democracy, half 
polled by ibe Lot Angeles Tews 
(49%). were not sure. -. ; -‘I-*"--"’ 

• Eighth, while my.poM 
that 22% uxwkl litoty 

negatively about Musli o s . 

WTC bombing, '*■ majority'- 
■ said they would not, arid. BWJfttt.’; 
22% were' not sure.. Bt .OtijtjT'' 
words, no impact on neariy fp«a^, ? . 

five Americans. i f 

Ninth.. the poll . reveakd^tfaT j - 
Americans are willing to be far to..,.. 
Muslims and support their fjurfocr-: 
integration into American: ife - 
Aboiit two in five (42%) agreed.- - 
- that "there is a tendency to, di$r 
criminate against Muslims in foe 
United Stales." while 22% -disa¬ 
greed and 36% were not sure. By 
contrast,-only 19% agreed that 
‘ ftindameattalist Christians are dis-:^ 
criminated against, 42% disa¬ 
greed, and 38% were not sure. 

Americans seem to be willing tri. 
extend basic rights and freedoms 
to Muslims. About two in five 
agreed foat "Muslim men and 
wo men should be allowed to fake 
time off from work on Fridays to 

n ," while 34% disagreed. Three 
ve felt that "Muslim women 
should be allowed to wear veils to 
work if they desire," while only 
20% disagreed. 

- On the other hand, Americois 
did not seem to be willing to grant 
to Muslims any privileges that 
appeared to be special entitlements 
because of tbeir religion. About 
half disagreed foat "American. 
Muslims should be allowed days . 
off with pay for major Muslim hol¬ 
idays," tot 24% agreed and 37%. 
were not sure. And they split on 
the question of whether "school 
and university cafeterias should , 
recognize foe unique dietary needs £. 
of Muslim students at 37%. / 

Overall, the poll showed that ’ 
greater tolerance for Muslims 
could be seen among the youngest 
group polled (18-34 year olds), 
those with a college education and 
in the highest Income bracket, 
Noitheasterners, men and Roman 
Catholics. On the other hand, 
Americans , more, likely to have 
views troublesome to Muslims are 
ovto 55 .years- of age. having, a 
high school diploma or less, from 
foe lowest income group. South¬ 
erners (tod to a lesser degree 
Westerners), women, and Protes¬ 
tants. ■ 

. - •• • .. | 

The author is President of John 
Zogby Groups polling firm of 
New Hartford, New York, USA. 


Travels through the sand dunes 


Le desert et la gloire, by 
FathaHah Sayigh, published 
by Editions GaDimard, 

Paris, price 150 FF 

Reviewed by Chris 
Kutschera 

WHO CAN imagine an array of 
10,000 men marching in foe early 
1800s. through the sand dunes of 
Syria, Iraq and Persia towards 
India? Probably only the French 
emperor Napoleon 1 could have 
been bold enough to entertain 
such a dream. His defeat in Russia 
forced him to give up his scheme 
to stab his old enemy England in 
its imperial backyard. 

But foe French emperor's wild 
project was the inspiration for 


what is one of the most original 
documents oh the life and times of 
foe Bedu who roamed foe desert 
in the 19th century. 

Following bis experience in' 
Egypt, Napoleon realized he 
would need the cooperation of the 
Bedu to escort his army, to pro¬ 
vide his soldiers with a huge num¬ 
ber of camels, to teach them to. 
ridetbein! 

They would also need knowl¬ 
edge of routes and water supply 
sources "so foat they could reach 
the gates of India without lacking 
anything." In order-do tins, Napo¬ 
leon sent a French secret agent, 
foe chevalier Lascaris de Viriri- 
mille, who disguised himself as -a 
merchant and, with Fatallah Say¬ 
igh, his assistant, left Aleppo in 
Februay 1810 to contact tribal' 


chiefs and explore the desert. 

.. FathaHah Sayigh's account of 
this secret mission in the deseri 
was translated into French and 
published in Travels to theEastby 
foe famous French romantic writer 
Lamartine in 1835 and was 
promptly forgotten. The new ver¬ 
sion by Joseph Chelhod, is a well- 
edited account of the endeavour. -: 

" Taking foe form of a novel this 
document provides a rare glimpse 
.iato foe daily life of the Bedu of. 
Mesopotamia at a time when its : 
largest tribes, which boasted, 
encampments numbering anything, 
between 1,000 and 5,000 tents, 
would ungrate eastward ~in Octo¬ 
ber towards foe border with Persia. ■ 
to .begin foe journey back hf- a - 
westerly direction to reach foe 
plain of Hama before summer. 


An inspired, writer, Fathallab 
describes the customs of foe Bedu 
and other details of. foeir daily 
lives. His account of a tribe of sev- 
eral hundred familiefoMing their 
.-tenis.and preparing to move camp 
is a revelation in itself.. 

However,- at no .time-" does. 
FatbaJJto forget that htstoisrion is. 
a political one and bis descriptions 
defvC deeply into - th& social ahd 
the political life of the tribes. He 
catalogu es tbe chiefe o f the tribes, 

foefrrdatioafoqjs with each other; 
foe mfluence^bffoe wofoenlblkbii 
.foe .menlantl the .tribal feuding 
whichtabesplabe^etwasn them. 

• :Tbe-2Q psages-be tfevotefr. to a 
battle foat tobfc^ place jneajr Hama 
betweea-tto- Wtoabites oa.OTe 
srde Bnd tbe. Beda and foe. Otto- 
mans dir foe other, should figure in 


extensive use of works of foe Anfo 
Islamic heritage. 

The most interesting part of this 
bode deals with the author's treat¬ 
ment of -foe jakiliyyah era. Mer- 
mssi rightly dills for a reinvestiga- 
tion of this era, which has 
consistently been dismissed by 
Islam i c apologists. Her discussion 
of pluralism and tolerance in the 
jahiliyyah'era. will win her many 
enemies among Muslims; foe topic 
" is still forbidden although many 
Muslim intellectuals refuse to be 
intimidated toco refusing to dis¬ 
cuss it Her discussion of pagan- 

- ism (based ■ on the Kuab AI- 
Asnam ) ir quite original. But the 
most devastating critique in the 

..book revolves-around Arab gov¬ 
ernmental exploitation of religion 

- which, according to Mernissi,^has 
: impaired the struggle for demoo 

racy and human rights. 

- .This book is essential for^any-, 
body interested in -the subject <jf 
' Islam arid politics. It is also recom- 
. mended for those interested in 
reading about Arab political cul¬ 
ture. Memissi's style makes this 
work accessible to a large number 
of readers^specialists and novices: 
alike. ■ 

This review was first-published 
-. in The. Barat Review. Abu Khalil - 
is -the author of several articles 
on the Arab world. 

any anthology of foe desert 

FafoaUahs travels took him as 
far ‘as Diriya, then foe capital of 
Ibn Sand. - Although obviously 
sharing die Ottoman prejudice 
against foe-founder of foe Saudi 
dynasty, lus description of an audi¬ 
ence at foe .court of Diriya. pro¬ 
vides to uttoaual insight into foe 
Mrty days of; the Saudi kingdom. 
rafoflUah, wh^ naked his life sev- 
era! ■ times (faring the odyssey,' , 
brings much, color and humor in to 
Ins. ^counts, particularly when - 
describing some cowardly Bedu of 
his acquaimtoce and others foat '. 
wero dominated by their wives.- - 
.. He also dis cusses wedding rito- 
.als performed by foe tribes people 
•:and:;v:tes;teppay^foe ffinS'. 

. onfaithfal wives.'. Altogether, this 
evocation of life,.death .war and 
politics m foe desert byan agenrof : 
Napoleon is sBmeflring of an hk-~ 
fonc ttBStegtoce . which will capti- • 
‘Vate the attention"ofIts readers ■ " 

; ItoMiddleEast. 
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■ The culmination of the two days of talks between the Israeli 
representatives and that of the PLO, has been the declaration of 
good personal relations established between Mr Nabeel Shaath 
the pohtical advisor of the PLO. and Mr Amnoun Shahak the 
deputy chief of staff of the Israeli Army. The good relations have 
teen cemented after a 15 minute stroll on the beaches of the 
Egyptian resort Taba. Both sides agreed that the content of the 
agenda of the talks in Taba should remain secret. The tatirc as 
agreed will continue in the future—four days a week until the 
eventual Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and Jericho in December 

There is no doubt also that the Palestinian delegates to the 
peace talks wiU continue to perform their duties regardless of the 
talks in Taba. But what is it that the Palestinian delegates will be 
negotiating thaL is not likely to be covered in the parallel talks 
conductKl by Mr Shaath? Or will the secrecy of theTaba talks 
lead the Palestinian leadership into the impasse of "the blind lead¬ 
ing the blind. 

The secrecy is understandable, and even justifiable at this criti¬ 
cal stage in the Palestinian-lsraeli talks, so as not to generate 
undue excitement m various quarters of the populace. Certain 
issues remain negotiable, and are still at the stage of proposals. 
However, one would hope that the two parallel Palestinian nego¬ 
tiating teams will work in unison, and both efforts will move in 
tte same direction, unlike the recent Oslo talks and the situation 
of undeimining the Palestinian delegation in Washington. The 
importance of the Palestinian negotiating team in the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks may be questioned in that it seems the team has been 
reduced to an executive of the private and secret talks held else¬ 
where. And the pronouncements of the deputy leader of the Pal¬ 
estinian peace delegation are clear and honest regarding the exist¬ 
ing difficulties that remain unresolved between the Palestinian 
and the Israeli sides. 

Mr Arafat believes that the next step in the negotiations 
remains very difficult. For he believes that differences still exist 
between the two sides over the issues of the proposed elections in 
the area of self-rule, questions relating to matters of security, and 
the size of the area of Jericho. He has already declared that the 
only clear item in the Palestinian-Israeli Declaration of Principles 
is the timetable, which commits both sides to implement the 
agreed limited self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. However, he has 
also complained that there are 63 articles in the Declaration of 
Principles, which have no defined mechanism with which to 
implement them. Consequently, he has no illusions about the dif¬ 
ficulties that still exist ahead for the Palestinian peace delegation. 

In another development. Dr Jawad Naji. the director of the eco¬ 
nomic affairs and planning in the PLO, has declared that the 
future economic cooperation between Jordan and the emerging 
Palestinian entity is very promising, both on the official and pri¬ 
vate enterprise levels. These will be in terms of joint projects in 
the Helds of housing, education and roads among many other 
projects. The fact that the Jordanian dinar will be the circulating 
currency in the Palestinian entity, is theoretically at least, sup¬ 
posed to make exchange matters easier in economic cooperation 
across the Jordan River. However, he admitted that there is an 
urgent need for the development of mechanisms to facilitate the 
desired cooperation, which as of yet do not exist. 

The operative word which should be top on the Palestinian 
agenda, is "mechanisms," for without mechanisms, the future 
relations of the Palestinian entity with Israel will remain hostage 
to fate, and with Jordan, much confused and less productive. 


Boris Yeltsin 


Playing the game of 
politics in Russia 


By Andrew Wilson 

As Moscow's reformers get ready 
to take Lenin's remains from the 
Red Square mausoleum, the ques¬ 
tion being asked is whether this 
gesture against the past is not at 
odds with a number of other 
developments since the violence 
of October 3 and 4. 

Many of the actions taken by 
President Boris Yeltsin smack 
more of a return to communist 
rule than of the democracy he 
claims to represent First, there 
has been the clampdown on the 
press, only marginally eased by 
ending the first day's crude cen¬ 
sorship of newspapers still permit¬ 
ted to publish. 

Except on the principle of press 
freedom, few liberals would 
defend the extremist right-wing 
Den: but closing the country's 
most famous newspaper, Pravda, 
is impossible to justify. 

Even more serious is Yeltsin's 
injunction to regional parliaments 
to throw themselves on a bonfire, 
an order that, if obeyed, will 
deprive the country of all elected 
government apart from the Presi¬ 
dent, who won his election thanks 
partly to his running-mate, Alex¬ 
ander Rutskoi, now in Lefortovo 
prison. 

Much is made of Yeltsin's vie- 
toiy in the April referendum: what 
is forgotten is that this was by a 
minority of the electorate—many 
of whom voted not so much for 
Yeltsin as against die uncertain 
alternatives. 

On top of arrests there have 
been the dismissals or forced res¬ 
ignation of senior officials; the 
prosecutor-general, two regional 
administrators, and the president 
of the constitutional court (itself 
now closed down). Certainly par¬ 
liament whose legitimacy they 
supported, was a confused body; it 
contained rabid elements that 
could not by any margin have 
been called democratic. 

But contrary to the picture pro¬ 
vided by the presidential media, 
and repeated by Western televi¬ 
sion, it was never composed sim¬ 
ply of "hard-liners" (a journalistic 
catchword that, like its compan¬ 
ion. "democrats," has hopelessly 
muddied Western dunking about 
what i$ happening in Russia). 

Nor were the voices raised 
against Yeltsin in the streets just 
those of political freaks and gun¬ 
slingers. Across Russia a whole 


generation of conscientious 
and once productive people 
has been reduced by die 
intemperate pace of eco¬ 
nomic reform to the condi¬ 
tion, in some cases literal, 
of beggars. 

Savings garnered by 
years of work have been 
wiped out by uncontrolled 
price increases and infla¬ 
tion. Russia is no stranger 
to hardship; but today's 
misery must be borne by 
the masses in daily view 
of a small, frequently crim¬ 
inal, business class that 
flaunts its wealth in white 
BMWs. 

In the weeks until parliamentary 
elections that Yeltsin has pledged 
for December, Russia faces a 
more resting and dangerous time 
than any that preceded the events 
of 3-4 October. 

Yeltsin has promised both an 
amelioration of the wretched lot of 
the majority of citizens, and the 
speeding up of his economic 
reform program no longer 
delayed by parliamentary 
obstruction. 

But in the short-to medium- 
term, the two are incompatible. 

Stopping the plummeting of liv¬ 
ing standards means getting a grip 
on inflation, now at 30 percent a 
month. More, in what threatens to 
be a grim winter (bad weather 
having left millions of tons of 
potatoes rotting in the fields) only 
emergency social relief can save 
thousands from severe 

malnutrition. 

At the same time the reforms 
pledged by Yeltsin and demanded 
by Western governments as a con¬ 
dition of aid can be achieved only 
by cutting spending and unleash¬ 
ing mass unemployment— 
something that Russia has never 
known. Rictories may be idle, but 
for the moment workers continue 
to be paid. 

When they draw their last 
wages there will be no social 
safety net and the consequences 
will be explosive. 

To make matters worse, Yeltsin, 
in his search for allies against par¬ 
liament, made extravagant prom¬ 
ises whose recipients are now 
claiming payment, in authority or 
in funds- On the budgetary side 
they include the military; on the 
political, the regions. 

The army may yet prove Yelt¬ 
sin's undoing. Before the final 



showdown with deputies he prom¬ 
ised a substantial pay rise, not yet 
delivered. He also signed an order 
allowing generals to buy their 
apartments and dachas fvillas) at a 
derisory "book price," ie their val¬ 
uation in 1991. 

Even so he secured no more 
than their neutrality. And when he 
needed extra troops to crush the 
White House "rebels" it took half 
the night before, at 4:30 in the 
morning of October 4, the 
Defense Minister, Gen. Pavel 
Grachev, agreed to draw up hasty 
plans in collaboration with the 
General Staff for storming the 
White House. Grachev's hesita¬ 
tion may have re flee led uncer¬ 
tainty over whether units would 
obey his orders. His decision was 
taken only alter Yeltsin told him 
sternly that Grachev would bear 
full responsibility for the conse¬ 
quences if he failed to acL 

The army was deeply shocked 
by what happened at the White 
House; but the repercussions are 
only now reaching regional garri¬ 
sons where commanders face 
numerous situations that could 
require military action. 

The political game being played 
with the 88 regions and autono¬ 
mous republics carries higher 
stakes. Eighteen months' squab¬ 
bling in Moscow inspired many to 
cut free of the center and go It 
alone. And Yeltsin promised more 
than he may now be willing to 
give. 

Unease on this point may 
explain the postponement of an 
advertised meeting of the Federal 
Council, the assembly of regional 
heads that, under his proposed 
constitution, would become par¬ 
liament's upper house. 

On October 7, to forestall oppo¬ 
sition, be dismissed Moscow city 


Next Commonwealth summit: 


Inviting South Africa once again 


today 
ting in 
city. 


By Derek Ingram 

WHEN COMMONWEALTH 
leaders begin to gather for their 
two-yearly summit in Nicosia 
Thursday, they will be sit- 
..i the world's last divided 
„. v . Less than a mile away UN 
troops patrol the so-called Green 
Line which marks the limits of 
Turkish occupation of Cyprus, 

At the opening ceremony one of 
the first speeches will be given by 
rontfDvcrxi.il Prime Minister Paul 
Keating attending his first Com¬ 
monwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM). He has been 
making headlines over his plan to 
turn Australia into a republic by 

:om. 

The Queen he wants to remove 
will be a few miles away in the 
royal yacht Britannia, lying off the 
seaside resort of Limassol. After 
the Nicosia opening the leaders 
will drive to a hotel near Limassol 
to start their five-day meeting. 

.As the Queen meets the 4S lead¬ 
ers one by one. Keating included, 
over two or three days, the confer¬ 
ence will be talking about democ¬ 
racy. national sovereignty, human 
rights, United Nations reform. 
South Africa, and the world 
economy. 

The meetine will tfart m a, |. 
upbeat mood.' The formation el 
the Transitional Executive Coun¬ 
cil in South Africa and chc lifting 
of sanctions closes a stormy chap¬ 
ter in Commonwealth history' anJ 
opens the way to plan positively to 
help ihc country's rehabilitation. 
In Limassol the leaders are 
eipcctcd to invite South Africa id 

rejoin the Commonwealth it left m 
l'*61—*if it decides to apply; 

Such a mo\c is not likely until 
after the election on April -7 
!9U4. If the African National Con¬ 
gress is then in government i* ,s 
expected to support a return. For 
the Commonwealth this will be'an 
important turn of events. V ' L " 
could even sec South Africa I"*" 
ing pan in the Commonwealth 
Games m Victoria. British Colum¬ 
bia. next August. .. „ 

The return of South Africa wm 
give the organisation a fillip. 
ing its economic balance. Thi* 
Commonwealth is beginning to 
look less and less like the group¬ 
ing of four rich countries and 4(> 
Jci eloping nnev that it appeared 
to be a decade or two ago. The 


remarkable economic growth of 
countries such as Malaysia, Singa¬ 
pore, and Mauritius and signs of 
an economic take-off in India 
have changed the picture. Cyprus 
itself and Malta are also hardly 
developing countries now. 

Politically, too, Commonwealth 
countries are in better condition. 
More than one-third of the leaders 
arc newly in office since the last 
summit in Harare in 1991. Some 
are the products of the moves to 
multi partyism. spurred along by 
the Harare meeting. 

It was there, for example, that 
President Albert Rene changed his 
mind about the one-party system, 
went home to Seychelles and 
embraced multi partyism. Others 
did the same and the Common¬ 
wealth sent advisers to help and 
teams of observers of several sub¬ 
sequent elections. 

The summit will work out ways 
in which these changes, particu¬ 
larly in Africa, can be reinforced 
and help given to ensure better 
parliamentary and constitutional 
practice. . 

Most important of all m Cyprus 
will be the debate under the rather 
ponderous title "The emergence of 
a new global humanitarian order” 

_a subject the leaders will be 

sure to want to discuss at their 
weekend re treat. 

Commonwealth summits are 


unique for these retreats, which 
send the leaders off to a quiet spot 
for two days to tackle the knottier 
problems informally. This year 
they will be at the Coral Beach 
Hotel at the other end of the 
island, the most luxurious hotel in 
Cyprus, opened only weeks ago. 

The leaders look to be having an 
exceptionally cerebral weekend. 
On Coral Beach they will thrash 
out a declaration inspired by the 
events that have emerged from the 
end of the Cold War, the conflicts 
in Bosnia, Somalia, Angola, Libe¬ 
ria and the former Soviet Union. 
Questions about the sanctity of 
sovereignty and the territorial 
integrity of states are now live 
issues. 

A meeting of the leaders of 
more than a quarter of the world's 
nations provides an opportunity to 
outline a very different kind of 
world order from the one George 
Bush talked about a few years 
ago. To many of them Bush's 
world order seems simply to have 
resulted in world disorder. Anxie¬ 
ties about the way in which the 
UN has come to be so dominated 
by the United States are sure to 
surface in Cyprus. 

This summit will have much 
other business to do, like talking 
about the future of the Common¬ 
wealth of Learning, its distance 
education project based in Van- 
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couver, about 
Aids, drug traf¬ 
ficking, commer¬ 
cial crime, and a 
better deal for 
Commonwealth 

sports people. 

On human 
rights it will have 
before it a report 
from the non¬ 
governmental 
Commonwealth 
Human Rights Ini¬ 
tiative (CHRI) 
calling for the set¬ 
ting up of a Com¬ 
monwealth High 
Commissioner for 
Human Rights. 

The report names 
many countries 
which despite the 
fine words of the 
Harare Declara¬ 
tion still have a 
long way to go to 
put their houses 
in order. 

The leaders 
will also face the 
vexed question of 
Cameroon's application to join the 
Commonwealth. In 1991 the mat¬ 
ter was postponed mainly because 
its regime did not seem to fulfil 
the conditions set down in the 
Harare Declaration. Now it is 
knocking on the door again and 
democratic conditions in the coun¬ 
try have not improved. This time, 
however, voices which claim that 
membership would help demo¬ 
cratic forces within Cameroon to 
win change may gain the day. 

And then there is the Cyprus 
question. As best and chairman. 
74-year-old President Glafcos de¬ 
rides will feel constrained from 
pushing the matter too hard, but it 
would not be reasonable to expect 
that Cyprus will pass up the 
chance to tell such an array of 
world leaders that it is time the 
Turks were negotiated out of 
Cyprus. 

The Commonwealth has always 
firmly supported the UN resolu¬ 
tions which say the Turks must 
leave, and the UN wants to be 
relieved of a commitment that 
goes back nearly 30 years. The 
Canadians recently withdrew their 
troops because they thought they 
had done enough. Yet the initia¬ 
tive taken by UN Secretary. 



Glafcos derides President of Cyprus who 
chairs the talks 


General Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
has run into the ground. 

Cyprus will expect the Com¬ 
monwealth to help the talking to 
start again. A firm statement can 
be expected, but the Common¬ 
wealth has several Muslim mem¬ 
bers. such as Pakistan, Malaysia 
and Bangladesh, which do not 
want to upset their relations with 
Turkey. 

As the leaders sit In the divided 
a'ty they win hear President de¬ 
rides in his opening speech appeal 
for help, but he will know that real 
action by the Commonwealth on 
this one will not be easy to 
achieve. 

As for Paul Keating, he will 
make a clear distinction between 
Ihe monarchy issue and Australian 
membership of the Common¬ 
wealth, of which Queen Elizabeth 
is Head. After all. 29 of the 50 
Commonwealth countries are 
republics already and Australia 
may seek a higher profile in the 
Commonwealth than in the pasL 
Domestically, it could help pacify 
the monarchists opposing him. ■ 

Derek Ingram is Editor of Gem¬ 
ini News Service and formerly 
deputy Editor of the London 
Daily MaiL 


council and other local council in 
the capital; decreed the early hold¬ 
ing of local elections simultane¬ 
ously with those for parliament on 
December 12; and announced that 
henceforth regional administration 
heads would be appointed by ihe 
president, and not elected. 

Everyone hopes the coming 
weeks and months pass without a 
repetition of the bloodshed in 
Moscow. But can Yeltsin, having 
put his hand to such a wide range 
of authoritarian measures, now 
stop? Clearly he is determined to 
have an obedient legislature in 
advance of his own re-election, 
whenever that takes place. 

Such a situation abounds in 
material for a cycle of resistance 
and repression. 

For the West, the question is 
what, if anything, the West can— 
or should—do ~ about it. Most 
Western leaders who rusbed to 



Russian Parliament on fire 


approve the assault on the White 
House invested their own credibil¬ 
ity in his survival. But history may 
show that such unhesitating sup¬ 
port was a miscalculation. Allied 
governments were also over-quick 
to condone strong-arm tactics by 
budding dictators in the 1930s. 

The ouLside world's ability to 
influence developments in Russia 
may now he less than leaders real¬ 
ize.' But at least the West can rec¬ 
ognize its mistakes; cease blind 


advocacy of economic shock- 
therapy "anil the rigid prescription.-, 
of ine International Monetarv 
Fund; draw a distinction between 
real and cosmetic democracy; and 
offer a generation of post-Yeltsin 
politicians a heller model of soci¬ 
ety in the West itself. ■ 

Andrew Wilson is the head of 
Europa , a Brussels-based news 
agency. For many years he was 
Moscow correspondent for the 
London Observer. 
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16. fttafi bstim ■ Swrileb 

17. Khbd Al Stm&jta - A] MandKh 

ILEsaAlsoqar* Amman 

19. Ah Eso Ahmed ■ Deir AD] 

30. Nabed Srfiafa. Ata Nmeir 


THE PROMOTION CONTINUES: 

1 OPEL CORSA LEFT AND 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PRIZES 


Jordan Ice & Aerated Water Co. Ltd. 
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Sarny a Zaru 

When works of art become 

an indictment 


Adnan Yahya 
Mahmoud AI-Abed 
Special to The Star 

SAMI A ZARU is a river of 
unknown depth—you can never 
describe her watercourse. Wading 
through or merely standing at the 
bank'and staring is enough lo 
cause exhaustion. Nevertheless, 
there arc aspects of beauty that 
urge you to look deeper into the 
river. All that we fear is returning 
empty-handed from such a river. 
To explain this, we have to delve 
into the artist's qualities. 

in the first place. Saniya has a 
true artistic intuition, maturity in 
thought and a comprehensive 
understanding of the concept of 
an. Secondly, she never fears 
speaking her mind loudly as if she 
were an open book. 

Ghada Sam man. the famous 
writer, once described artists as 
"the compasses for revolutions." 
This is true in the case of Sarnya 
Zarou. Though she hates death 
even lo her enemies, she is a real 
revolutionary. Her revolution is 
the one seeking glory for her peo¬ 
ple and homeland, the one in 
which the anthem of good inten¬ 
tions rises in the Palestinian spirit. 

As a*result of her rich experi¬ 
ences. much suffering and perse¬ 
verance. Sarnya became well- 
versed in various themes for her 
works. 

Sarnya was bom in Nablus in 
1938. at a time when Palestine 
was breaking free of the chains of 
the British Mandate, then falling 
into the chains of the Jews, the 




Hagana and the massacres. As the 
days went by. the image of Pales¬ 
tine became deeply ingrained in 
her memory; guns, Arabic, paint¬ 
ings, dreams and reality. 

Like all the Palestinians, Sarnya 



suffered hard times while witness¬ 
ing the hurricane that swept over 
her dear homeland. But she with¬ 
stood the hurricane like an eagle 
and waited hopefully for the day 
when she would ftilfiJI her 
expectations. 

The tents the refugees lived in 
became a motif for Sarnya. and 
she used the tents' canvas as a 
medium to make the tents speak 
of the hardships inflicted upon 
Palestinians. The cold nights, 
when children hardly got any 
sleep, and the fatigue that caused 
mothers to miscany, indeed the 


Palestinian epic were all narrated 
on the tent canvas. Tales of 
heroes. Jerusalem. Nablus, Marj al 
Zuhur, beauty, justice and the 
dream to return echo what Kama! 
Nasser, the poet, once wrote: 

Walking among the tents 
He sparked off a revolu¬ 
tion of return 
From the world of 
darkness. 

Sarnya Zaru finished her 
studies In Beirut in 1957. 
Shortly afterwards, she 
taught in the Women 
Teacher's Institute at Tira, 
near RamaUah. In 1961 she 
went to Washington to com¬ 
plete her studies in an. 

Besides collective exhibi¬ 
tions, she held many per¬ 
sonal ones in Jerusalem, 
Ramallah, UN galleries. 
New York, Washington, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Chicago. The artist has 
recently become a lecturer at the 
Jordan University for Women. 

Sarnya Zaru is unique in her 
Innovative use of the different 
materials, either traditional or 
non-traditional. She sticks pieces 
of embroidered folkloric dresses 
on some of her paintings, sending 
off subtle messages that penetrate 
the world's conscience. 

As a committed artist. Sarnya 
starts from herself; the closest to 
herself is Jerusalem, the world's 
spiritual center. Sarnya has always 
revered the city as a glorious cul¬ 
tural heritage worthy, of being, ^ 


Sinister cruelty 

Yul Brenner Film Festival 


By Adrian D'Ambra 

Special to The Star 

AN UNLIKELY event on 
Amman's cultural calendar is the 
upcoming Yu) Brenner Film Fes¬ 
tival at the American Center, from 
31 October to 4 November. Co¬ 
sponsored by Aramex. Royal Jor¬ 
danian and United Airlines, the 
Intercontinental Hotel and MEBA 
Ltd. the festival will also be 
assisted by the Japanese Embassy 
who is providing a prim of Akira 
Kurosawa's signature film, the 
Seven Samurai <1954: I Novem¬ 
ber. O:00 pm). 

Before running to your Holly- 
w. vd handbooks. Yul Brenner did 
not appear in this or any other 
Kurosawa epic. If is included in 
the festival as a forerunner in 
Brenner's action western. The 
Magnificent Scsen «I'hSU: 2 
November. 6:00 pm), whose 
screen plav was an American. 
Hotlv wood adaptation of the ear¬ 
lier Japanese Him. 

A key participant in the festival 
will be Brenner's son. Rock, 
whose curriculum vitae is as var¬ 
ied as his father's Mongolian. Rus¬ 
sian and Swiss ancestry. Rock's 
career spans a broad range of 
occupations from guitarist' and 
singer, through body guard and 
novelist, to business manager and 
computer analyst. He is also a 
pilot with a PhD in History from 
Columbia University. 

Rock will participate in the 
panel discussion. Hollywood 
1950's - I970's t3 November. 4:40 
pnii before the 6:00 pm screening 



Agenda 


EXHIBITIONS 

mr Orfali Art Gallery is hosting an 
exhibition by Muhammad S 
Hadidi until 28 October. 

The Pakistani Alumni Club is 
holding an exhibition by the late 
Nqji Al AH. Thursday 21 Octo¬ 
ber. al 5:00 pm in Jabal Amman, 
near Third Circle. 

The Jordanian Marketing and 
Design Center is holding an exhi¬ 
bition of traditional handicraft at 
Khtrbai Abu Jabcr. near Kan 


or Brenner's schizophrenic mix of 
robotic science fiction and mini¬ 
malist western. Westworld. 

Brenner's role in Westworld is 
typical of a character type which 
many filmgoers would continue to 
associate him with. He plays a 
renegade cowboy robot in a wild 
west theme park. His on-screen 
presence is almost mechanistical. 
his face and figure are taut and 
unflinching. He is a sinister anti- 
hero, evil by nature, but always in 
danger of lapsing into one- 
dimcnsionality like the film lot 
facades of the theme park's cow¬ 
boy town. 

Sinister cruelty was part of 
Brenner's on-screen trademark. In 
Amuus/u (195b. not included in 
this festival) he plays a black- 
booted. Cossack-shirtcd Russian 
emigre in Paris whose sole pur¬ 
pose in life is to inflict psycholog¬ 
ical torment on a woman. Ingrid 
Bergman, whom he believes he 
can pass off as the last remaining 
Romanov. 

The Ammon festival concludes 
with another study in cruelty. 
Brenner’s performance as Dimitri 
in The Brothers Karamazov 
<1958); 4 November. 6:00 pm). A 
question mark hangs over rhis 
film as it would over any celluloid 
adaptation from the 19th century 
Russian master. How many acton 
in any generation w ould be able to 
do more than passing justice to the 
psychological complexity and 
moral ambiguity of any character 
from a Oostoyeviki novel? 

An obvious question overhang¬ 
ing the entire event is. why host a 

Zaman. Exhibition runs until 24 
October. 

*■ Farouk Lambaz s exhibition 
is running Jl Alia Art Gallery unlit 
28 October. 

An exhibition by Mahmoud 
Taha and Salman Abbas is being 
displayed at Ab'uad An Gallery 7 , 
near 8th circle, until 30 October. 

The Petra Exhibition will con¬ 
tinue until Thursday. 28 October 
at the RCC. 

AK Taleb's exhibition of paint¬ 
ings is being displayed at the 
Balka'a Art Gallery until 21 
October. 

«r Abdul Hamced Sboman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition of 


Yul Brenner Film Festival in 
Amman? Catherine Vandervate. 
Programs Director at the Ameri¬ 
can Center, is "looking forward to 
getting film enthusiasts together 1 
and encouraging people to visit 
the center." 

Riad Al Khouri. another prin¬ 
cipal organizer, is looking forward 
to a good deal of fun viewing the 
films and participating in the pan¬ 
els and the opening reception. He 
is also a dose friend of Rock 
Brenner but not a serious student 
of his father's films. 

On rhe other hand. Samir 
Risheq of Royal Jordanian is a 
great fan. When approached 
regarding sponsorship he replied. 
'A person who doesn't like Yul 
Brenner doesn't understand film." 
Somewhat taken aback by this 
unqualified admiration. Riad al 
Khouri later expounded: 

To understand a comment tike 
that you have to accept a certain 
view of cinema, of modem film as 
an essentially American phenome¬ 
non. In that context Yul Brenner 
is very interesting. Despite the 
fact that his persona is definitely 
not American, his career can be 
described as a classically Ameri¬ 
can story." 

According to sources, Brenner 
was either bom in 1915 on the 
island of Sakhalin (otT Siberia) or 
in 1920 in Vladivostok. He is sup¬ 
posed to have failed a 1947 Uni¬ 
versal screen lest because he was 
too oriental,’ a feature which 
didn't prevent him from making 
more than four-and-a-half thou¬ 
sand stage performances as the 


etchings by Mohammad Omar 
Khalif until 3 November. 

Mahmoud Al Obeidi's paint¬ 
ings will be on display at the 
French Cultural Center until Sun¬ 
day 24 October. 


King of Siam. 

Neither did it prevent him from 
winning an Academy Award for 
transferring that role from stage to 
screen in the 1956 film version of 
The King and /. While Haiti well 
dismissed this lavish musical 
entertainment as 'quite lacking in 
style.’ Dilys Powell defended 
Brenner's acting as. 'a revelation... 
arrogant, scheming, reluctantly 
tender.' 

Brenner is supposed to have 
turned to acting after a serious 
accident ended his career as a cir¬ 
cus acrobat. Much later, his off¬ 
stage roles included volunteer 
work for the UNHCR and the 
American Cancer Society. Visit¬ 
ing Jordan in 1960 in his capacity 
as special consultant to the 
UNHCR, he was received by King 
Hussein and dismayed by the 
human cost of the conflict over 
Palestine. 

Shortly before his death from 
cancer in 1985 he participated in 
an anti-smoking campaign. For 
this reason, any proceeds from the 
Amman festival of his films will 
be going to the Al Amal Cancer 
Center, currently under construc¬ 
tion near the University of Jordan 
Hospital. 

The Yul Brenner Film Festival 
gets under way on the evening of 
31 October with an opening recep^ 
tion under the patronage of Prince 
Ra'ad bin Zeid at 5:30, followed 
by the 6:00 pm screening of Bren- , 
ner's most remembered film. The 
King and 1. ■ 


FILMS 

Them! will be featured at the 
American Center on Thursday. 21 
October, at 5:00 pm. Sunday. 24 
October, ihe American Center will 
present Creepsbow. at the same 
time and place. 

•** Bote! du Lac will be screened 
at the British Council. Wednes¬ 
day. 27 October, at 7:00 pm. 

•*“ Les Belles de Null will be 
shown at the French Cultural Cen- 


Paintwg 

by 

MS 

Haddidi 


ter, Monday. 25 October, at 8:00 
pm. 

LECTURE 

*■ Tree Rings and Archaeology: 
The Use of Dendrochronology in 
the ME for Dating will be the sub* 
jeer of a lecture by Dr Pierre 
Bikai, Monday, 25 Octobcrat 
ACOR at 7:00 pm. 


Jon 
gathering for 
Oman Rally 


used in all types of ari- The paint¬ 
ings of Jerusalem—showed 
recently at the Royal Cultural 
Center—seem simple and plain. 
Still, they have an aesthetic 
impact telling us the homeland's 
beauty is but a part of that of 
Jerusalem. 

Sarnya practiced sculpture using 
different media. Her approach can 
be best described as abstract- 
expressionist. In her sculpture, she 
has managed to establish her own 
world who's uniqueness is derived 
from the artist's deep knowledge 
of the Palestinian tragedy, to the 
extent that her works can be con¬ 
sidered an indictment of how 
cruel and unjust the powers of evil 
were. Sarnya has tried hard to give 
importance to the Palestinian 
question by emphasizing heritage, 
an effective weapon the enemies 
tried to dismantle. 

According to Sarnya, heritage is 
a matter of interaction and com¬ 
munication and an independent 
process of creation. This creation 
has gained greatness since it. in a 
difficult equation, moved forward 
side by side with the national 
struggle to assert the Palestinian 
identity. Palestinian identity and 
Arab nationalism are both part of 
Samya's heritage. 

Finally we come to a conclusion 
dial Samya's recognition of the 
cultural aspects of Palestinian his¬ 
tory is the credible explanation of 
her creativity and indefatigable 
activity. She has the ambition that 
heritage becomes a daily sub¬ 
stance to deal with and to have as 
* W»wS& peace and wa* fl§ n) -i 


MUSCAT. OMAN: With die countdown underway for the Oman Inter¬ 
national Rally, Jordanian drivers are mounting one of the strongest chal¬ 
lenges seen for points in the 1993 Middle East Rally Championship. 
The Oman 
Rally is the 
penultimate 


takes place on 
28-29 Octo- 


premises to be 
a classic bat¬ 
tle, eight Jor¬ 
danian drivers 
have entered 
the penulti¬ 
mate round of 
the champion¬ 
ship. Marwan 

Abu Hamad and Nasser Bustami drive a pair of Group N Ford Sierra 
Cosworths, Amjad Farah wheels out his trusty Group A Toyota Corol¬ 
la GT and Majdi al Jallad, Ahmad Al Daud. Ramon FiefeL Mah¬ 
moud Koxnok and Mohammed Al Daud contest the event in a variety 
of Group N machinery. 

They face fierce competition from a strong European presence, which 
includes the well-travelled Polish driver Fawel Noakowski, in a Group 
A Ford Siena Cosworth 4x4. Germany's Jutta Beisiegel and Michael 
Kronen berg in a group N Ford and Opel respectively. The British con¬ 
tingent is spearheaded try Tom Coffidd (Citroen), Simon Nutter. 
(Peugeot), Ernie Graham (Peugeot) and Ken Masted (VauxhaD). 

Al Earthy, the Chairman of the Organizing Committee said: "The 
Oman Rally will be a crucial event in deciding the outcome of :dns 
year's championship. With the Middle Eastern series being fought out 
over just five rounds this season and the points wide open, the Jordanian 
drivers stand a very good chance of coming away- with Middle East 
Championship points. . 

"It is probably one of the closest run championships for several years 
with no one team dominating. We had different winners, in Qatar, Jor¬ 
dan and Lebanon. But the Jordanians will have a determined fight on 
their hands from the European contingents and other Middle East driv¬ 
ers. from the UAE, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar." 
j Thot current Middle East Group Champion and 1992 Oman winner 
juid local pro^oreiU favouthe’Ron.Oakdey, drives his trusty Subaru RX 
Turbo. Tony Georgkw, drives a’Group' A Mitsubishi Galant VR^ arid 
the young Saudi driver, Abdullah Bakhashab. continues his bid for the 
Group N title in his Marlboro-supported Toyota Celica. ■ 


• Ratio have again come up with an innovative idea in the watch world, 
instead of using traditional materials like brass, steel, silver and gold. 
Ratio has created 
watches with new sub¬ 
stances and now new 
technologies: sctratch- 
proof high-tech ceram¬ 
ics; scratchproof hard 
metals, and scratch-, 
proof, nearly diamond- 
hard, sapphire crystals. 

Design is another 

characteristic. Utilizing 
the potential of the new 
materials. Rado has 
developed watches with 
an unmistakable look: ergonomically designed, for maximum comfort 
and convenience, with a unique aesthetic appeal. 

Now Rado has achieved yet another breakthrough—Sintra, the watch 
of the future. 

Sintra is made of titanium carbide ceramics. Such high-tech ceramics 
are now used to protect spacecraft and Formula 1 engines running under 
terrifying conditions of heat and wear. Rado also demands materials that 
offer superlative performance. Among the qualities of these ceramics are 
extreme hardness, resistance to wear and corrosion arid unequaled resis¬ 
tance to heat 
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ARIES (21 
March-19 April): 

An excellent time 
for athletic activi¬ 
ties. Be prepared 
for a pop quiz 
though. 

TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 
MAY): You may 
have a slow week, 
especially if 
you're arguing 
with a roommate. 

Hold off os that 
until later in the 
week. 

GEMINI (21 
May-21 . June): 

You’ll learn easily, especially 
from a good-looking coach. Focus 
on details. Check everything 
thrice! 

CANCER (22 June-22 July): 
Expenses could damper your 
good mood. Tell a friend: maybe 
there's a cheaper way to get what 
you need. You'll leam easily. 

LEO (23 July-22 August); Take 
on a challenge. A good time far 
shopping if you want to save 
money. Get started - on 
correspondence. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): You may feel pressured by 
an assignment, but don't worry. 
You'll be able to concentrate.well, 
if you can find, a quiet place to 
work. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): A group activity should be 


Y 


lots of fun. Don't 
let it eat up ihe 
.time .“ you've 
planned to work* 
though, or youll 
really be up 
against the wall. 
SCORPIO (24 
dctoben-21 ' 
November): An 

arrogant : boss 
could be especially 
annoying. Get.:a 
friend to help-svith 
the .parts of die 
assignment • you 
can't figure oul 
SAGITTARIUS 
(22 November-21 
December): Excellent time/ for 
traveLif your job doesntlnttnfere. . 
Maybe you can take a field trip. 
Beware of a boss who allows zero 
slack. Do the job perfectly. J 
CAPRICORN (22 December-19 
January): You may find a way Ip 
pay off a debt at a. club meeting: 

• Investigate ways you might- sell 
yotir skills in a larger area. 
AQUARIUS. (20 January-18 
February): If you can worit With;a 
partner, you'll get more-done and. 
have more fiiri. Get your:financtal . 
affairs in order. Apply for a jbaffor 
grant 7 -- 

PISCES (19 Febroazy-2© 
March):. You may. have-to work 
hard, but you should be able to ■ 
relax. That's especially true^if y.dd v 
can be with your ’sweeae. /AlsO-a_ 
good time for romance... Y ': 
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Farouk I'impressionniste 

• Femmes awe champs, vestiges dans la nature, rues animees: Farouk Lambaz 
s’inspire de scenes quotidiennes typiquementjordaniennes pour ses tableaux. Fays - 
ages et personnages baignent dans une lumikre vive ou ressortent couleurs et con¬ 
trasted. Le trait est unpressionniste mais precis. 

Le pemtre jordanien, directeur de la section design a la Royal Jordanian, expose 
rigulierement depuis 196S. Une nouveUe fois, la Galerie d'art Alia, au premier cer- 
cle, accueiUe ses demieres creations jusqu 'a la fin du mois. 

Voriginality de Farouk Lambaz dent a sa fidelite au figuratifet a l’utilisation de 
crayons de cire pour la realisation de ses tableaux. Cette technique, peu utilisee, per- 
met tin rendu de couleurs et d'ombres StonnanL La richesse de la vie jordanienne 
est ainsi revelee sous la patte de Vartiste. 


Expo 



Petra d'hier et de demain 

La cite nabateenne est une nouvelle fois a I'honneur au Centre culturel royal jusqu'a la fin du mois. Monuments, 

environnement, population, faune et flore sont declines du passe au futur. 


APRES CINQ si Seles d'oubli. la 
1 . myth i que cit£ des Nabatdens est 
Vn6e une seconde fois en 1812. Le 
Suisse Burckhart vewtit de poser 
ses yeux sur les tombes royales 
finement cmisSes dans la roc be. 
Quelques amides phis tard, deux 
Frangais, le Conte L6on de La- 
borde et Lin am de Belefbnds, se 
prSsentaiem & Jem tour & i'eninfe 
du Siq avec papiers et crayons. 
GrSce k leurs des sins, d"ane preci¬ 
sion quasi photographiqiie, la 
splendeur de P£tra retrouvee <£clat- 
ait & la face du monde modeme. 

Cest sur llmage de ces deux 
voyageurs frangais que s'ouvre 
“L'exposition de Petra" au Centre 
culturel royaL Aujourdlmi, la dt£ 
de grhs rose n'est pins rfservfie 
aux explorateurs audacieux. Clas- 
ks£e dans le pammoine mondial 
|P>or ['UNESCO, elle attire chaque 
i imnfic plus de touristes. A charge 
\ * nr la Jordanie, mais aussi pour 
» londe entier. tfemp&cher ces 


• Avec cette exposition et la prfi- temps centre hier, au- f A 
jcnce de Sa majesty la reine Noor jounfhui et demain) ■ | 

& l'inauguration, nous rendons dans une version enri- / / 

hommage i unites les institutions c b’ e de nouveaux pan- J 

jordaniennes et Internationales qui „ * 

oeuvrent sur4e-ske-deP6tra ? , sou- - - Hier" &voque les 
ligne OmarStt^ttWCfttt^jGSe ^pionmers, d eA bnanieiStfjyageurs 


d'ensemble sur les monuments, 
l'environneinent, la population, la 
faune et la 
flora de ce 
site unique. * 

points pour 
la restauration 
y efitoiem des 

rapaces empafl- if | f Slj 
Ids...EtonnanL flJ 
Une bonne 
partie des pm- 
neaux provi- 
ent 

l'exposition ^ 'TTB 
prdsentde, l'an 

dernier, an 4Hj 

Centre cultural frangais et fV 
k I'UNESCO, h Paris, sur i 9 
"les technologies mod- ■ B 
ernes an service de | 9 

I'arcbdologie", hi H 

llnitiative de llnstitut j a 

frangais (Tarcbdologie du J 1 

Proche-Orient (IFAPO). I I 

Mais, cette fois, Petra I | 

est declinee dans le / J 
temps (entre hier, au- jf ¥ 
jourd'hui et demain) ■ f 
dans une version enri- / f 
chie de nouveaux pan- I 

-"Hier" gyoque les 


remonrde de 1'eau 
dans le 


cutif du Petra National Trust, co- 
onlinatcur de l'exposition. Un 
hommage en forme 
d'cncouragement pour 
I'avcnir avec la volontiS 
,dc sen 



I ihser les Jordanicns. 

! L'exposition rassemble done un 
) ensemble httifroclite de travaux 
! sur la did nabatdenne. Une vue 


aux religieux de FEcole biblique 
charges des relevds dpigraphiques, 
avec la presentation de cartes pho- 
togrammdtriques de 1'IGN. Tra¬ 
vaux de restauration, inven¬ 
ts're des vestiges, Etudes 
arch i tec tu rales sont les 
points forts de Pd- 
tra "au- 

jourdltui". Pour 
"demain", gros 
plan sur les nou- 
velles technolo¬ 
gies pour pre¬ 
server la did et 
son environne- 
menL 

Deux projels 
parti culi&remen 
t ambitieux. fruits du mdednat 
technologique. sont en cours. La 
compagnie Elecmrild de France 
(EDF) s'attaque au probl&me de la 


grfcs par capillarity. Par son action 
de dissolution des ciments de la 
roche, l'eau est en effet I'ennemi 
numdro un de Pdtra. "L'idfie est de 
erder un film £tanche h la base des 
monuments pour les isoler", ex- 
plique Jacques Seigne. directeur 
de I'lFAPO en Jordanie. "Mais 
comment y parvenir sans les sd- 
er?". 

EDF detient la reponse. Grace h 
son experience dans la construc¬ 
tion de barrages, elle a mis au 
point une technique pour boucher 
les pores de la roche cl la rendre 
ainsi impermeable. Des particules 
de silice chargees llectriquement 
migrern dans la mati&re pour for¬ 
mer un film isolant. 

"Les premiers tests en labora- 
loire sur un £chantillon de grfcs, 
pryieve Fan dernier h Petra, sont 
ires concluants", affirme Jacques 


Seigne. Deuxi&me phase: une 
£quipe d'EDF est attendue dans 
les tout prochains mois pour fains 
un essai grandeur 
m nature sur un 

?r 1 monument secon- 

LT daire, avant 

Jr d’envisager une raise 
S q en oeuvre phis large. 

; ff I Ce projet "haute technolo- 
f I I gie" a le grand mfrite de 
|_ j prendre les causes de 
l’drosion k leur base. D est 
complfimentaire du projet 
de 1'Agence allemande 
a >y poor la coope ration 
m technique (GTZ) qui 
m-* s'iotfiresse aux fagades 

1 dfijh deieriordes par le 
J ruissellement et llnfihration 

2 d*eau. 

7 L’autre m6cfene scientifique 
J est Spot Image, une society 
J frangaise specialist dans la 
■3 cartographic satellite. En of- 
£ frant deux images mim£riques 
Jr du bass in de Wadi Moossa, 
If elle permettra d'&udier prticis- 
£ fmeut les causes des ernes dd- 
\ vastatrices pour le site. "II 
sera facile de reader le re- 
lief sur ordinateur. Sur 
— 1 I'dcran, on pouzra littd- 

I ralemem se pro men er 

r dans le- -bassin . et ^shnuler •' 
llmplamation de digues ex bar^ 
rages pour visualiser leur im~ 

F pact", explique le responsable de 
I'lFAPO. 

De manifere plus globale, 

1‘UNESCO, en dtroile collabora¬ 
tion avec des experts jordanie ns, 
vient de publier un Plan 
d'amdnagement pour la idgion de 
Pdera. Une ndcessitd pour le direc¬ 
teur exdcutif du Petra National 
Trust: "Une hausse importante du 
tourisme est attendue. Sept nou¬ 
veaux hdtels sont en construction. 

]] faut prdvoir des infrastructures 
pour favoriser un ddvekrppemem 
harmonieux sans ndgtiger la pro¬ 
tection du site". POur y parvenir, 
toutes les bonnes volontds nation- 
ales et intematicnales sont sollici- 
tdes. ■ 

Florent Chevollean 
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Jordanie 


Express 


BOYCOTT - Le Front 
d'action is [antique menace 
une nouvelle fois de boy- 
cotter les elections legisla¬ 
tives. Selon son leader, 
Ishaq al Farhan, plusieurs 
ministeres et institutions 
gouvememcntalcs condui- 
sent des actions repetees 
pour empecher le Front 
de prendre part au pro¬ 
cessus democratique. En 
consequence, les Isla- 
mistes se disent prets a se 
retirer de la course electo¬ 
rate. 

DETTE - La balle est 
dans le camp des experts 
interaationaux pour con- 
cretiser le r&chelonne- 
ment des 895 millions de 
dollars de dette commer- 
dale du Royaume, confor- 
mement k I'accord pris 
avec le Club de Londres 
en juillet dernier. 
L'accord prevoit un re¬ 
port de paiement de 30 
ans et une baisse des inte- 
rets. Ainsi, la dette pub- 
lique de la Jordanie passe- 
ra de 6^ milliard de 
dollars a 5,6 milliards. 

SUICIDE - Selon les der- 
niferes statistiques gouver- 
nementales, le nombre de 
sulddes dans le Royaume 
a progress** de 20% en 
neuf ans (De 33 en 1984 a 
57 en 1992). Cette aug¬ 
mentation est surtout not¬ 
able depuis 1990 avec !e 
retour des Palestiniens du 
Golfe. Selon les experts du 
Dfipartement 

d'investigation criraineUe, 
cette hausse est aussi liee 
a la deterioration du di¬ 
mat economique depuis 
1989, h la mon tee 
cbdmage et a la baisse des 
valeurs familial es. 


Legislatives 

Electeurs entre angoisse 
et indifference 

? La campagne officielle pour le scrutin du 8 novembre a d6marre. Mais, les 
premieres elections multipartites ne declenchent pas d'enthousiasme populaire. 


S ! 


COINCES ENTRE allfigeance fa- 
mUialc et tendance politique, 
bcaucoup de Jordaniens se dficlar- 
eni indilTfirents aux rfisultais de la 
prochainc flection legislative. 11s 
sc disent prfits k voter blanc. "De 
iouic fagon. il n'y a pas de super 
candidal qui me plaise". deplore 
Mohammad Salam. Tous proda- 
ment dc grands slogans afin de 
gagner un sifcge, mais les perfor¬ 
mances dc l'ancien pariement ont 
moninS qu'ils ne stmt pas capables 
4 -j tenir leurs promesses". 
ftDe nombreux Jordaniens pana- 
cent 1c sentiment de Mohammad 
Salam vis-h-vis des flections par- 
Icmcnlaires dc novembre. Leur in- 
djfffircnce se base non settlement 
sur I'abscnce d*un ou dHme eanta- 
datc qui "mflite leur voix". mats 
aussi sur leur peur que cette nou- 
vellc assemblie ne soil dissouie 
rapidement & cause des accflGra- 
nons politiques de la region, 

-La possibility que les yvtfne- 
menis nhrents. en particulier 
l'accord israflo-palesutuai. 
ilucnceni lc processus dflnocra- 
iiuiii' en Jortlame n’est pas «5car- 
uV affirme Taleb Awad, 
rheteheur. “Si le prochain parle- 
mt-ni ne correspond pas aux^’O- 
ul i„n*> alien dues dans la region. 
«n peut s'utiendrc k une dissolu- 
V i cl fl dc nouvcltes flections". 


Cest dans cette ambi¬ 
ance que les Jordaniens 
abordent les flections 
parlemeniaires. Pour 
eux, elles sont "de 
moindre importance" 
ou "ne vont servir k 
rien". 

Pour certains, la mi- 
fiance qu'ils gardent en- 
vers les candidats poli¬ 
tiques les encourage k 
se toumer vers des can¬ 
didats reprfsentatifs de 
la famine ou de la tribu¬ 
lls consid&reni qu'ojtter 
pour un "can d ida l de 
l'interieur" est une meil- 
leure garantie que c hoi- 
sir quelqu'un tfautre qui 
obtiendra "sQrement les 
voix de sa famille el de 
ses relations”. 

"Tout le monde k . . . .. 

present va voter pour le He nombreux Jordaniens disent encore 

candidal de sa famille. pilferer les candidats reprfsentatifs de 
Fourquoi pas nous? leur famille ou de leur tribu. 

Nous ne sommes pas ...... . 



moins fidfles qu’eux^.", constate 
Rana Hussein K.. Son onclc est 

candidal dang Je troisifcme district 

d'Amman. II est d'une tendance 
politique difffirente dc la sienne, 
mais elle votcra pour lui. 

Parmi ceux qui ont votfi pour les 
lslamistes en 1989 (comme un 


grand nombre des residents du 
camp de Baqaa), de nombreux af- 
finnent qu'ils vont voter difrfirein- 
ment "puisque les lslamistes n'ont 
pas fl£ k la hauteur". En avangau 
le meme argument, ceux qui ont 
vou£ pour le camp liberal disent 
cette fois qu'ils vont changer de 


camp. "Je vais peut-fitre voter 
pour les lslamistes. Ce sont les 
plus cr£dibles", declare ainsi un 
Ccrivamjoumaliste. 

Toutefois, les candidats et leurs 
proches multiptient les actions 
aupits des gens de leur dreon- 
scription pour obtemr le phis 
grand nombre de voix possible. 
Dans la competition entre 'deux 
grandes families rivales, les coups 
volent bas. L'une cf elle est, par ex- 
emple, accus£e d’avoir cr&& des 
milhers de cartes de vote. Tls ont 
r£ussi k fabriquer des cartes flec- 
rorales qui pennenent k chaque 
membre de leur tribu de voter qua¬ 
ere ou cinq fois", confie un mem¬ 
bre de la famille adverse. 

La competition ne s'arrfee pas 
Ih. Beaucoup de sympatMsams 
d'un candidat se retrouvem la nuit 
dans les rues pour d£chirer les 
banderoles de leurs adversaircs ou 
pour en placer une nouvelle, plus 
haute que routes les autres^ 

Reste k no ter que le nombre de 
candidats-Im-mSme a chuti par 
rapport k 1989: S59 centre 647 n 
y a quatre ans. Le nombre de 
femmes candidates est pass£ de 12 
k 3 seulemenL.. "Un signe pas 
vnriment encoorageant". selon 
Time de ces candidates. ■ 

Sa’eda Kilani 


Banderoles 

Les slogans 
decodes 

Que disent les banderoles accrochees dans les 
rues? Quels changements par rapport a 1 989? 
Explication de texte. 





DEPUIS UNE semaine, les rues 
de la capitale et de routes les villes 
du pays sont envahies de bande¬ 
roles. Le mdlleur raoyen pour un 
candidat de toucher le plus grand 
nombre avec un slogan simple. Ce 
ph&wm&ne exisiait d£jh en 1989. 
Mais, le contenu des banderoles a- 
t-b change? 

On trouve le plus grand nombre 
de similitudes dans les slogans sur 
des th&mes nationaux et rfligjeux. 
Ce type de mot d'ordre a no table¬ 
man diminu£ mais subsiste: 
"Seule 1‘umre arabe permettra aux 
ha b itant s de cette partie du monde 
de rfialiser loirs aspirations" ou 
"Cest un Jihad (lutte saerfe) jus- 
qu‘au jugment demierJ". 

La grande difference Hant les slo¬ 
gans des banderoles mais aussi 
dans les programmes des candi- 
dats est leur ion. Les candidats 
sont plus calmes et leurs slogans 
beaucoup plus modflds et r£a- 
listes. Leurs revendications sont 
plus proches des gens comme les 
fe mme s, les fitudiants et les pauv- 
res. 

f Les slogans de 1989 
s’anadHient sunout k danoncer la 
corruption, dflendre la liberte 
^expression et deniander la levfie 
dc la loi martiale, Ainsi. un candi¬ 
dat clam ah pouvoir "moderniser 
la vie politique en supprimant 


routes les lois qui vont contre la li¬ 
berty" ou demandair "d'abolir la 
loi martiale et les lois d'exception, 
de recablir les libertys de la presse, 
d'assorialion el de formation des 
partis politiques". 

Une autre difference reside fivi- 
demment dans les slogans faisanl 
allusion, cette annee, aux ddve- 
loppemerits recents dans le pays, 
au futur rfile de la Jordanie h 
regard de la paix et k la normali¬ 
sation des relations culturelles et 
£conomiques avec Israel. On lit 
des slogans appelant au "rejet total 

de la normalisation culture lie et 
du changemeat de curriculum des 
dcoles" el clamant "le refits de 
efider une seule partie de notre 
terre". 

Aussi, les questions &onq- 
miques sont beaucoup plus pre¬ 
sents: "Dessiner des plans 6cono- 
miques et sociaux en se reposant 
sur les resources nationales du 
pays", "Pour une yconornie na- 
tionale indfipendante". "Assurer 
une vie digne aux citoyens , Pour 
sauver les jeunes du chfimage"... 

Les slogans des lslamistes ne 
sont pas differenis de ceux ds 
1989. Seul un mol change. Leur 
s!ogan."L1sIam est la solution", 
est devenu aujouniTiui: "Out. 
L'Islam est la solution". ■ 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
23-29 October 






ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — The Fanelii Bovs 
09:00—Da Beat's On 
09:30 — Faces and Places 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: Strays 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Bill Cosby Show 
09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Michael is the mediator 
between D.A.A. and a big con¬ 
glomerate in Minnesota which 
seeks to acquire D.A.A. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Doc: Panorama 
11:10 — Golden Palace. 

Remember the Golden Girls? 
They're into business now! in a 
new series. 

MONDAY 

08:30— Delta 

09:10 — The House Or Eliott 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Chancer 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — People Next Door 
09:10 — Brand New Life 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: Under 
Current. A senator marries a 
woman and takes her to Wash¬ 
ington. Strange events follow'. 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Head of the Class 
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09:00 — Documentary: View¬ 
point 92, The vital links 

between population growth, 
endangered species and 
impending environmental 
disasters. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — A Woman named 
Jackie. Jackie, now a widow, 
leaves the White House and 
marries Onassis. 

THURSDAY 

08:30 — Coach. Luther seeks 
some excitement in Las Vegas. 
09:00 — Reasonable Doubts. A 
psychotic murderer is set free 
because of inconclusive 
evidence. 

10:00— News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
Indecency. Three women fall in 
love with the same man. 

FRIDAY 

08:30 — ENG 
09:30 — Faces and Places 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The House Or Cards 
11:10 — Mind Your Language 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

OS’JO — Plf et Hercule 
05:41 — L’Ecole des Fans 
06:30 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Usbuaia 

DIMANCHE 



Stella 
Gonet 
in the 
House 

of 

Eliott, 

Monday 

09:10 

pm 


5:30 — Film: L’Eludr D'amour 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—FengtreSur 

LUNDI 

05:30 — Les Aventuriers de 
L'espace 

06:00 — Omnisciences 
06:30—Maguy 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

05:30 — Le Monde Sous-Marin 
06:00 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 —Variety 
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FEST 

IN COOPERATION WITH 

(R) Lufthansa , 


3 NIGHTS IN A 
TRULY GERMAN 
ATMOSPHERE 


Celebrate this traditional event with live 
Bavarian music, games and prizes. 
Authentic German dishes and imported 
German beer flown for the occasion. 
Join us October 28. 29 and 30 
in our Al-Waha Ballroom. 




m 



Official sponsors: 

•Thursday October 28, The German Embassy. The Amman Marriott Hotel, 
Lufthansa and BMW. 

‘ Friday Oc tober 29. The German Embassy. The Amman Marriott Hotel, 

Lufthansa and Tillawi Group. 

•Sat urday Oct ober 30, The Amman Marriott Hotel. Lufthansa, Arab Breweries Co. 
-Henninger Beer. 

Time 8:30 p.m. price: 17 JD inclusive 

Book your room at a special rate of JD 40 ++ 

For information and reservation please call 607607 



BOISTEN 




I.Mkuui 8 Swu Co, © Lufthansa Henningcr 


AMMAN 


Harriott 
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Recommended Listenings f f J 6 T d CL 72 f J 


MERCREDI 

05:30— Ordy 

06:00 — Le Vagabond des Mers 

07:00 — Le Journal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

L’Histoire 

JEUDI 

05:30 — Surprise Sur Prise 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

05:30 — Le Monde est & Vous 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Orient Snr Seine 


Cyberpunk :.. 

Billy IdoL 

INSPIRED BY the ground-breaking science fiction novel 
Neuromancer, Cyberpunk is,according "to Keyboard maga¬ 
zine, a hi-tech spectacle and a departu r e from idol's usual 
rock'n'roll music. In his new album, he blends, with accepta¬ 
ble success, five music and technology to achieve the Qfbcr- 
punk effect 

Uttering the definition of Cyberpunk to the bearing of sci- 
fi effects, a cyborgjan male voice describes how "the'future 
has exploded into the present" The threat of nuclear war, as 
he says, has gone, only to be replaced by mega corporations- 
—the new governments. "Though we say all-information 
should be free, it is not" he says, as he continues to describe 
how we're all becoming cyborgs through a new cold tool— 
the computer. "Information is power, and currency.is the vir¬ 
tual world we inhabit So mistrust authority- Cyberponks are 
the true rebels..." 

The intro pretty much sets the mood and theme of Cyber¬ 
punk, which has an underlying industrial and techno feel 
blended with punk-influenced guitar hooks. There are also 
quite a few segments before some songs that are foil of daz¬ 
zling sound effects. They usually serve to explain the setting 
of the song they precede. . 

The album includes commentary about tbe LA riots.' depict¬ 
ed in Shock to the System. Not one of the .outstanding tracks 
on the album, this song revolves around punk' guitar hooks 
and reminds one of Idol's early beginnings. 

On Tomorrow People, Idol moves back to the Cyberpunk 
theme and talks about fighting and killing global oppression. 
The intensity of the music, which is rather industrial in na¬ 
ture, helps Idol to portray his ideas. Idol's vocal grunge, with, 
the help of vocal distortion effects, underlie the industrial 
mood of the song, making it one of die best examples that de¬ 
picts Cyberpunkrure musically. Noise, blended synthesizer 
lines and big beats are general characteristics of the song that 
give it its distinct feeling. t 

In reference to the novel. Idol wrote a song entitled Neuro- j 
moncer . which is basically a rock song with some synth 1 
biceps and samples that give it more dimension. In this song 
he describes an age of destruction, corruption and oblivion 
that "smokes" the child out of him and denies him love. 

In another track. Idol describes, a crazed person who has 
lost his mind while realizing he's just being bought arid 
sold— a probable reference to the heads of power-hungry 
mega corporations that control Che fate of the masses. 

In my opinion, some tracks could have been performed , 
more artistically. These, which mostly have cliche techno 
and house beats, give the impression that, at the time of their 
making, Idol was in a nostalgic state of limbo with his past, ft 
is like being stuck in an alternative dimension when you want 
to go back in time, but you can't find your way. Although be 
wanted to break free from his past ventures; Idol it seems to 
me, couldn't find his way in these tracks. 

An ethnic presence can be felt on Cyberpunk, since Idol's 
right-hand-man, Mark Younger-Smith played guitar, and 
looped some table parts on a few of the tracks. Shangri-La,' 
for example, talks about a mind trip induced by some kind of 
drug. It features a lot of ethnic instruments that fit well in 
place with the mood of the song. ' 

Although I am notal all a Billy Idol fan. I.haveto saylhat 
Cyberpunk is a step forward for tile spiked one. Tbe best two 
things he did on the album was return to his punk toots and 
employ computer technology to capture his band's spontanei¬ 
ty. Although some tracks undermine tbe album's other well- 
executed songs, his spikeness has been able, for die most part, 
to successfully portray the ideas of Cyberpunktuic through 
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-Artist 

2 U2. 


. *4 Blind Melon . 

6 DrDre 

8 Young MC 

10 Taylor Day ne 

Ktitdcd * 

12 BellBrvDevoe 


iA Sheoa Easton - - 

16 KrisKross - 

18 Young Black Teenagers 

20 George Thorogood 
jit^YariooS Artists T" * jf 
22 Billy Idol 

:4S3Tdsf 

-24 Terence Trent D'arby 

? 25 "ost 

26 2 Unlimited 


28 Regina Bdle 

Stt 'TWMm/ frwrism'—Nr 


30 LLCoolI 


Title • 

' Music Box -; ’C-v• • 

Zooropa ■■■ :•••••. j 

y.rhtAban*. 

Blind Melon . 

The Chronic 

-. Gmvtf Dtxnceri/nidi0^^^^ 
What’s the Flawr? Jl;,..z-tt. aX 
; IfmjaTurttesUI - 
Soul Dancing . _ : v New . 

: Ntssi fPssi • /. •- 
HootieMack . . 

r mTierra; . -• 

No Strings • ■ 

Da Bomb ' ’1$**?* 

: Hand bn the Torch - V -- '£5$ V. 

Dead Enzkios Doin 
The Best of the Ballads 
Haircut ... 

' Reggae Sunspltzsh . • 
Cyberpunk New 

In the Line of Fire W&fr: 

Symphony for damn New/ 

T&ee Willf: ‘ ' . ' 

No Limits Newj 

' BlackSunday ■' "iHdsrff, 

Passion 

' Try My Lme ; 

14 Shots to the Dome - Neiy- 


New 
New ’ 


New! 




Haltfaam Ibrahim 


TOP POP SINGLES 

1. Right Here (Human. Nature)/ 

• Downtown. jW RCA • 

2. WhoompL Tag Team, Life 

3 Dreamlover. Mariah Carey . Co- 
lumb m ‘ . 

4. River of Dreanns. Billy JoeL Co- 
. lumbia . 

5. IT Janet Jackson, Virgin . 

6. : Runaway Train. Sou! Asylum. 
Columbia' . 

7. Cas ’tHefp Falling in Love. UB40, 
Viigih 

' 8. Another. Sad Love Song; Toni 

Braxton. Arista 1 . 

9. Will You Be Thetre.MichaelJack- 
son, MJJ/Epic - 

10; Baby I'm Yours, Shai, Gasoline 
AUeiy/MCA •••'-■ ■. ; • « r . 


■WM: ■ 

TOP POP ALBUMS V: 

1. Bat Out of Hell II: Back lata 

. Hell. Meatloaf. MCA. : 

2. Blind Melon. Blind Melon, Capi¬ 
tol 

3. Mnsic Box; Mariah Careys Qv 

lumbja ' - J-- 

4. Sleepless in Seattle. Soundtrack, | 
^>ic 

5. River of Dreams, Billy Joel, Co¬ 
lumbia; ■ ; t. 

6. Care. S/one Temple Pilots. Adapt- f 

tic y. 

1. JaneL. Janet Jackson, Virgin ** ■ 
, 8. Human Wheels. John 
Meilencamp, Mercury 

9. Black Sunday, Cypress Hill. 
Rutffhouse 

, KbX a Gripv Aintosmijk. Geffen 






A not so 'beautiful success 'for 
India 's latest space Satellite g } 


By Michael Urlocker 

FOR MR Udipi Ramakrishna 
Rao, head of tbe Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), it 
was only a small mistake. Yet, 
through a malfunction yet to be 
publicly explained, India's $22 
million polar satellite launch 
vehicle, or PSLV rocket, veered 
off course shortly after take-off. 

According to Rao. tbe Indian- 
built motors worked perfectly, the 
new liquid fuels were uncontami- 
nated. tbe telemetry system unerr¬ 
ing. "It worked for 385 seconds 
and it was beautiful" said Rao. 

But even for Rao. the next 180 
seconds were a let-down. After 
climbing to a height of 450 
kilometers, half the required 
height, the rocket's trajectory 
arched downwards, plunging tire 
850 kilogram remote sensing sat¬ 
ellite and tbe fourth-stage motor 
into tbe Bay of Bengal off the 
coast of Sri Lanka. 

In an interview, Rao said the 
preliminary investigation showed 
an error probably occurred in tire 
separation of the second and third 
stages of the rocket There may 
have been a mechanical snag or a 
beat build-up which pushed tbe 
rocket off course. "It's a very triv¬ 
ial thing, really. Tbe price of the 
vehicle was not that big." com¬ 
pared to the total program cost of 
$150 million. 

ISRO has grown accustomed to 
such errors. In its 14-year exis¬ 
tence the Indian space program 
has produced far more failures 
than successes. Only two of eight 
launches have managed to keep a 
satellite in space. 

Of its first generation of SLV-3. 
rockets, two suffered.the same 
fate as the 20 September launch,' 
earning the nick-name "sea- 


The First Class Hotel in. 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every' 


IIAINITEL 


Amman-TcL 668193 ; 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


loving vehicles." And ii took 
three more tries of the second gen¬ 
eration ASLV series before any 
achieved orbit The third SLV, 
launched in May 1992, was 
deemed / a' success by Rao. 
although tbe satellite stayed. in 
orbit for a 15 days before bunting 
up because it never achieved the 
required height. 

Rao maintains that the track - 
record is of no great concern, cit¬ 
ing similar setbacks by the United 
States Space Shuttle: "Everybody : 
has to go through this. In the first 
developmental fight, to expect 
everything to be 100 percent suc¬ 
cessful is very unlikely." " 

Rao's optimism is equally 
matched by some of the Indian 
press, which rarely. • questions; 
India's high-tech programs. The 
Hindu newspaper ran lengthy arti¬ 
cles by scientists from the Vikram 
Sarabhai Space Center (VSSC), 
described the launch as "majestic," ‘ 
and the rocket, flew “unerringly" 
until it disappeared from view. - 
Rao said tire PSLY's second- 
stage motor used a newly devel¬ 
oped liquid fuel and performed : 
perfectly, proving India's techno¬ 
logical prowess. Liquid-- fuel 
weighs less than traditional solid 
fuel, allowing rockets to -cany 
heavier satellites. 

liquid feels are. considered . 
essential by ISRO scientists if 
India is to compete against US, r 
West European and /Chinese 
launch systems to win commercial .' 
contacts, . As multinational tele . 


communications and broadcast¬ 
ing companies expand with global 
services, they^areexpected to need, 
dozens of new satelfiies, which 
must be launched front near the 
Equator. For example, the pro¬ 
posed Iridiuni project, a global 
pocket-phone system planned by 
US-based Motorola, could require 
up to 77 sate&'tes. Tbe Indian go v- - 
emmem has already been in disr 
cussions with Motorola, 

Rao's claim of .success for the 
: tiquid feeL system hdps obscure 
the recent foundering of a deal to 
boy cryogenic rocket engines from 
. Russia. Cyrogenic technology is 
an advanced form of liquid propul¬ 
sion that India's scientists have 
' been working on but have not yet 
^cracked. The ISRO fadcLboped the 
.Russian technology would be in 
place in time, for anreven larger 
• satellite launch ;in -1995, which 
was to be tlK sbowcase of India's . 
commercial launch capabilities. 

Much to the annoyance of the 
: ISRO and the . Indian- media, the.. 
US threatened' sanctions: if Russia 
supplied the cyrogenic engines, on 
the grounds; that the-technology ; 
could be osed for long-range mis-' 
sties. US foreign policy is to 
remove nUdear" - weapons and 
weapons 1 delivery capabilities 
-:from-India.and Pakistan, tearffrng 
. to ’ “ unresolved v : ;ledrfK>logicaJ 
embargoes . for : supercomputers 
and mid CT’ r fiwk . .. — . . 

'.Mr'Abdul Kalarrt, formerly with 
foe space program but now with 
tbe -Integrated: Guided Missile 


Ross emphasizes Jordan's rolel 

Continued from page 1 . ! : 


The United Stares, afraid of- a , 
breakdown in negotiations it, has : - 
mutated for more than two years, 
has now postponed the next rixmd 
of t^ks^ whichJiad been expected '• 
later this mouth. Mr Ross came- to " 
fee r^jon to focHftate optaung - 
lines of cmnmupication wife :I^. 
raeE prime minister Mr Rabin andi " 
Syrian presiefent Assad before US > 
Secretary of State. Warren Christo: 
pher comes to. the area - next ^ 
month. • -' V: 

Ross said that at this stage-the. ’ 
Isracli-Syria track was of iUniqst - 
importance and feat Syria, Isael - , 
and the US are committed to raajk-., 
rug progress on-feis track. ■? 

.. "Tbe talks with SyTia are dtffa"-: 
tot from the talks wife fee f^lK- •; 
tinians—we need active US medi- 
ation," a senior . Isaeli r^fidal ' : 
sad. "And so fee Christopher trip': - 


is quite desixatie, and Ross .will; 
be doing tbe spadewerk for il ^ 

‘ "Om whofe itftemiOT is how bn 
the Palestinians, -and, quite frank- 
- ly, cur people>are still iljostfog to 
fee.dea^wifeJfeeltO fmdarenbt 
. ready, for <me oyex • the Golan- 
■ Heights." V’-i : 

/'^IR^said;'*:^ 
r -'a^sT.Nasfca^e-^at there are 
r.'cqh^icated issues to. sort out be- 

:tw<^jferadarrf Syria, mtfitwili 
j^foneto do foblJS is 

dcting- aD it can Yo jfedSfoie 

progress. . : ‘‘'- 

Tbe'coreof tbe^rob&n, hqw- 

• ever, "accofdin^lb- Michael ^Rarks 

ioffee.Los -News 

i JS^yfce^'is- that. Rabin nb i.longer 

needs Assad 1 q 'deliver* Ihe PLO, 

:. forferadis foaling forectlywith it 

* ba-the. most itmdmneotal issue of 
r J foe Arab-Israeii confiicL- Assad, 


• ■. -^- 7 .^ ■ 

Development Program. liasb^fe -J 
quoted in fee Infoan press asriwy^' ' ~ 

. ing feat cyrogenics can be usedM .. 
missiles. But Russian Prime Mutism;' 
ter Victor Chernomyrdin is teas ' 
equivocal in explaining his cram-' 
tiy’s freeze: "Russians wouldpib*- ' 
vide high technology to fefc Tltird^l 
World frut not at the cost of having ' 
fee particular country develojf.'its;% - 
own nuclear weapons ddlvery : 
vehicles." -.- 

Despite tbe obstades-ahead and - 
ISRO's track record, Rao has hOf - 
qualms about continuing India's 
space program. Critics have catted 
for India to reassess itsL/spagb- . 
efforts, especially in ligjrt anafl .. 
expected rise in the budget defied* 
but -JRao sees. no conflict: \ 

essential for faxtia to'butid^ifo^^'; . 
technological capabi lines.We qdjSfe/ 
within fee next six-to-eight 'roanffoS 7 
. to have tbe next launch^" 

: --.-Following Rao’s lead, ■sefcimsfs 1 ' 
at VSSC remain focused on their 
target developing the next general 
: tion rocket, wife or without foreign 
cyrogenics. Said one engineer.-- .j 
The Americans . are trying, to. 
deprive us of the technologyrboU ' : 7 
we. will be able - to develop .cur 
own." 

In a statement to match even; 
Chairman Rao’s. can-do . prides the. 7 .-.-.- 
e nginee r summed up: India cheek-- 
'Am—literally, India is dK. ■ -ffjf - 

Michael Urlocker is a Canadian- -- 
financial Toomanst currently oH 
a fellowship with Gemini News - •* 
Senic*. . _ 

1 . ■ j ' ■ " 

’■ however; can per haps undmniiie^ ' 
fee agreement wtife fee PLO by 
supporting. Palestinian opponents, 
mthedeaL * - ~ -L 

Sjroarj. Foreign Minister Farbnlr^’- ’ 
Shara'h warned Israel it will not go 1 ' ' 
"to Wasbfogton to participate in ^ 
sterile and '. non-profitabfe ' tapes-"f 
.‘Sbkib said progress in talks b^ ^ ■. 
tween laael' and S^ia had-Tjeen i - 
blocked because Israel is "busy* i ■ 
wife the TO). 

• A nieeting' between ■ Vfcsites& \ ■ 

-. Clinton and Assad .would give mo> 4 
fe^nfefe to.fee peace process. Sh^ i 
rail a i ded; noting that Egyptian , j 
Pteadent Hosni Mubarak is- going 1 
to.the.US'shortly and.nachtpro--I 
pie this. ■'■■■■ ' j‘-| 

W«tero diplbinais ^ cur- .j ■ 
j ra pasa resulting - front- -tbe~ * \ u 
success Israel and the PLO have T 
- had in deling .directly wife- each 
other.-depriving Syria of much of# , 

its diplomatic leverage. ■ . • ~ 
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man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
roimd-Oosed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellentcollection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 ajn - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Is lami c artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
aun. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 
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Interview with Dr Jawad Naji Hirzallah: 

'We should have a 
common market 


with Jordan 1 


EDITORS NOTE: Dr Naji is 
the head of the Economic and 
Planning Dept., of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization(PLO). 
file recently spoke to The Star's 
Harridan Al Haj about the eco¬ 
nomic plan his department has 
drawn up Cor the future or the 
Occupied Territories. Excerpts 
follow. 

You have your own plan for the 
development of the Occupied 
Territories. When did you start 
work on this plan? 

We initialed a study of the eco¬ 
nomic foundations of the indepen¬ 
dent Male of Palestine back in 
1989 to refute the allegations that 
the Palestinian people do not have 
the economic means to set up an 
independent stale. We completed 
the study in 1990 and we con¬ 
cluded that the Palestinian people 
do have the necessary elements to 
build a modem state. We have the 
necessary human resources 
interms of the highly educated and 
qualified people. We also have the 
financial resources of the Palestin¬ 
ian private sector, as well as now. 
the necessary land. 

That study prompted us in 1991 
to prepare an economic and social 
development plan for the Occu¬ 
pied Territories and the future Pal¬ 
estinian state. Remember that eco¬ 
nomic projects under occupation 
were aimed at supporting the 
steadfastness of the Palestinians. 

Who was involved in this 
study? 

About 90 Palestinian experts 
from inside and outside the Occu¬ 
pied Territories participated in the 
study, which was completed in 
1993. What is important lo 
remember here is that work on the 
plan had begun before the Madrid 
peace conference, the Political 
DepL[of the PLO} had felt that the 
international developments neces- 
siated that we be ready not only 
politically, but economically as 
well. 


How did the study deal with 
the possibility of peace? 

When negotiations in the multi¬ 
national framework began, the 
plan presented itself as an eco¬ 
nomic reference work dealing 
with the needs of the Palestinian 
people during the coming phase. 
The plan deals with all economic 
and social sectors covering a 
seven-year period from 1994 to 
2001. The plan estimated that 
$11.6 billion in investments 
would be needed. PtJ focuses on 
infrastructure which has been the 
most effected because of the occu¬ 
pation; infrastructure is only about 
20 percent of its {required levels 
in other Arab countries. This of 
course limited economic growth. 
This is why the plan stressed on 
the development on infrastructure 
and said approximitly $5.5 billion 
will be needed in this area alone, 
that includes housing. 

What exactly do you mean by 
infrastructure? 

It includes energy like generat¬ 
ing stations and grids, water and 
sewage networks and water drill¬ 
ing projects and roads that will 
connect the Palestinian entity to 
neighboring countries like Jordan 
and Egypt. It also includes the 
Gaza port and water desalination 
stations...an airport. 

And what about housing, how 
much will that take of the total 
investments? 

The plan estimates the needs of 
the Palestinian people in the com¬ 
ing phase to be about 180.000 
housing units, to deal with the cur¬ 
rent gap and to absorb the return¬ 
ees. estimated by the plan at 
150.000 people annually. You 
have to remember that our pur¬ 
pose behind this plan is to recon¬ 
cile and achieve our political goals 
of repatriation and independence. 

What other sectors did the 
plan cover, tourism for 
example? 

Yes tourism among other sec- 


tors...because 
tourism is an 
important 
source of 
income for a 
Palestinian 
economy 
because of the 
historical and 
religous impor¬ 
tance of the 
Palestinian 
lands. This 
calls for devel¬ 
oping this sec- • ■: 
tor especially - 
in terms of 
infrastructure 
and services. 

So the plan 
talks about 
national Pales- ‘ 
tinian indus¬ 
tries and not 
regional ones 
hut we think 
many of the 
suggested pro¬ 
jects will be 
attractive for 
regional cooperation. 


What did the plan say about 
industrial and agricultural 
development? 

These two sectors are produc¬ 
tive ones and so the plan has 
focused in the initial phase on cor¬ 
recting the imbalances that 
affected these two sectors as a 
result of the occupation policies. 
In addition, the plan focuses on 
developing existing industries and 
setting up new ones including stra¬ 
tegic industries, like cement and 
oil refining...steel. Such projects 
have taken up to 20 percent of the 
total projected investments. 

Will there be state-owned pro¬ 
jects or institiutions? 

There is a basic emphasis on 
slate-run agencies, but the plan 
also talked extensively about 
developing adminstrative organi¬ 
zation for the stare and we took 
into consideration the experience 
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of many countries including 
Jordan. 

What about education and 
health? What does the {dan say 
about them? 

These two sectors received spe¬ 
cial alien Lion by the plan since 
they received the least considera¬ 
tion by the occupation authority. 
In fact, Israel deliberately hin¬ 
dered the function of Palestinian 
educational institutions with the 
aim of denying Palestinians the 
basic human right to education. 
The same pressure was applied on 
the health sector, today, these 
health instituitions can barely 
meet the minimum health needs of 
the Palestinian people. For every 
1000 Palestinians there is only 1.3 
hospital beds available—a very 
low percentage indeed. Thafs why 
the plan has recomended the 
building of more hospitals and 
health centers throughout the 
Occupied Territories. 


the same goes for the setting up 
new schools, technical colleges 
and universities, with the aim of 
connecting the educational pro¬ 
cess to the development one. It 
look into consideration the role of 
women and youth and even coop¬ 
erative work. 

Where did yon plan to get the 
money to do all this? - 

We suggested a number of 
sources including, self financing 
ai official and private Palestinian 
levels, Arab assistance, European 
and international assistance. Also 
Palestinians have special 

responsibilities towards recon¬ 
struction and development in the 
Occupied Territories. 

In that sense how did you 
plan to act before the signing of 
the PLO-Israel accord? 

Before the accord and in the 
framework of the multinational 
negotiations, the World Bank was 
asked to cany out a study oq the 
situation under occupation, on the 
refugees and the needs of tbe Pal¬ 
estinians for economic develop¬ 
ment. And tbe World Bank carried 
out such a study and presented it 
last April and in it it concluded 
that the development will need at 
least $3 billion during the coming 
five years. 

So where does your plan 
stand now after die accord has 
been signed? 

Well, an international involve¬ 
ment to provide the necessary 
foods in accordance with die rec- 
comendations of tbe World Bank 
has been achieved. This involve¬ 
ment is also concerned with pro¬ 
viding foods for projects men¬ 
tioned in our own plan. The 1 
October Washington donors’ con¬ 
ference succeeded in raising $2.4 
billion for the coming five years 
and I believe this figure will rise 
as the donor countries begin to 
realize that die initial figure wQl 
not suffice. Already tbe World 
Bank is saying that the $3 billion 
mentioned in its own report may 
not be enough and may be 
adjusted to $5 billion for the com¬ 
ing five years. We have to take 
into consideration that the $S tui¬ 
tion mentioned now by the World 
Bank are for infrastructure pro¬ 
jects and not overall economic 
sectors. That is why we say that 
the figure set by our own plan is 
the more accurate one for the 
needs of development 

So what do you want the 
inte rnational co mmunit y tO do 

with regard to your own plan? • 

We warn the international com¬ 
munity to become more involved 


so that-a balanced development 
process can be set free. Our plan 
also focuses on the" Arab dimen¬ 
sion in building the Palestinian 
economy. 

The World Bank sent another 
team to the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries. Why? ' 

A team of a good number of 
experts war dispatched to die 
Occupied Territories on 10 Octo¬ 
ber to define tite infrastroemre 
projects that will be launched. 
Members of die team Specialized. 
also in human resources and I 
think the team-will translate the 
World Bank receomendations into. 
actions. 

How do Palestinians feel, 
abont what has happened? . 

I think they are beginning to 
feel that the Palestinian entity is a 
reality and that it te-already set up. 
There are plans for development 
that are ready to be executed tike 
the water network for Nablus, the 
tender documents will be released 
soon. Other teams are working on 
other projects. 

How do yon see" the future 
relations between the Jordanian 
and the Palestinian economies? 

It will be a special kind of rela¬ 
tionship covering wide areas of 
activities like, in hanking, com¬ 
merce and adminstration. I am. 
talking about official and private 
cooperation. I am tallring about 
joint ventures, but there have to 
be. mechani sms for" that 
cooperation. 

Is there any reason for the 
Arabs to be wary of Israel's eco¬ 
nomic might? 

There are legitimate reasons for 
that fear, but 1 don't agree with 
people who portray Israel as 
power stronger "than all Arab, 
economies. Don't underestimate 
the Arabs, look at industry in Jor~ 
dan ,We have many Arab indus-. 
tries that are capable of competing 
with Israeli industries and there 
are Israeli industries with no Arab 
counterpart, but can they compete 
with international industries in. the 
Arab market? Even at the. local 
level. Israel calls for tiffing the 
Arab boycot, but it enforces its 
own boycot against Palestinian 
industries and products: We can 
beat them if we as Arabs coordi¬ 
nate, especially with Jordan. We 
in tbe PLO believe that There 
should be free trade between us 
and Jordan and we will reiterate 
this point when we talk with tbe 
Israelis. We should have a com¬ 
mon market with Jordan. ■. 
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Amman Computer Expo ’93: 

The show of shows 


Microsoft glimpse of the future at 
GITEX 93 


By Zeid Nasser 
Sur staff writer 

THE SHOW of shows, as the Jor¬ 
dan Computer Society likes to call 
the Amman Computer Expo '93. 
opcneJ last Sumlax under the pat¬ 
ronage ol HRH Prince Faisjl Bin 
Al Hussein .it the Amman Interna¬ 
tional Motor 

Show. r 

This year's 
c.xpo is mark- 
cdly bigger in 

space than pro- !>*’ I 

vious ones and i J 

includes 37 j, £. dm 
participating ]' 

companies J- ... *2 

Upon walk- i -r *' JM 
inc into the W. pS 

hall, the Gulf 

Machines BPi 

(GBM) booth | 

at the entrance 

embracing a ^tLgj 

number of i >- 

local IBM pan- !’ <#50 

ners including ; ^ 

Unitcch who ’ < 

were showing *_ 

their AS/400 

ntid-r.inge computer system and 
Special Systems Co. (SSC) were 
showing, for the first time in Jor¬ 
dan. IBM’s new ‘environmental’ 

PC. the PS/2-E which is a -JS6 that 
consume* only 60 watts of power 
ustne an acme plasma screen. 

The SSC booth itself looked 
nice with :t partition at the left 
resembling “The College”, the 


Microsoft Authorized Training 
Center in Jordan. The AcerPAC. 
which is a multi-media machine 
from Acer equipped with a CD- 
drivc and internal radio and fax. 
was also on show. 

Computer & Engineering 
Bureau (CEB) and its sister com¬ 
pany Scdco had a booth showing 
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the IBM RS/bOOO and a number of 
Arabized terminals and printers 
from Sedco. General Computers 
& Electronics (GCE) were show¬ 
ing their IBM Personal System 2 
products among others. 

At the Specialized Technical 
Services iSTSi booth. Sun Sparc 
stations received special emphasis 
along with SPSS products. 


LOTUS AMI 
PRO 


According to STS. the Sun work¬ 
stations are “the only affordable 
multi-processing workstations, 
priced at around JD 14,000". The 
Sun Span; station can take up to 4 
RISC processors making if reach 
speeds of 500 MIPS! 

Microsoft packages were 
slacked in a very tempting way 
along with a 
— nice touch 
which was a 
huge plastic 
model of 

Hf" ; GN Microsoft’s 

■* ^ new mouse 

* hanging from 

£ \.i the Microsoft 

ft ’• booth resem- 

£ ^ blinghow ‘big’ 

3 I Microsoft's 

S new mouse 

actually is. 

v AffSaSggjJE The Ideal 
Systems booth 
%, was probably 

v, the best looking 

- booth of all. 

although it uses 
last year’s 
design. The 
j most eye- 

__j catching thing 

at the Idea) 
booth must have been the Apple 

Newton which drew the crowds 
who wanted to give it a try and 
scribble something onto it to actu¬ 
ally see if it would recognize their 
hand writing. The very attractively 
designed Apple PowerCD was the 
next most interesting thing with a 
demo that highlights it abilities as 
a multi-purpose CD system. As 


THE RAPIDLY changing world 
of computer software technology 
and likely products to emerge m 
the next few years will come 
under scrutiny at a conference 
being hosted by Microsoft at this 
year's GITEX information tech¬ 
nology exhibition in Dubai. 

GITEX. running between 30 
October and 2 November, is the 
principal show-case for the blos¬ 
soming Middle East computer 
trade and Microsoft will use the 
show as a platform on which to 
unveil the latest developments in 
its Arab market strategy. 

Keynote speakers from 
Microsoft's US headquarters in 
Redmond. Washington will be 
treating delegates to a lively 
review of the latest developments 
in computer software and 
hardware. 

Joachim Kempin, Microsoft 

usual, Macintosh computers tit¬ 
tered the booths offering all sorts 
of solutions inducting business, 
engineering, publishing and multi¬ 
media. 

Al Racd Al Arabi's booth was 
boasting Leo computers with a 
repetition of last year's stack of a 
number of monitors merging into 
what looks like a big screen inside 
the booth. 

Modem Systems & Computer 
Trade, distributors for QMS print¬ 
ers in Jordan, were showing the 
foil QMS range with the first color 
laser printer for the Macintosh! 

Comcent Trading Co. partici¬ 
pated in the Amman Expo for the 
first time with a booth that 
showed a variety of their products 
including ICL. Calcomp. Citizen, 
Cannon and their other dealer¬ 
ships. Comcenfs booth focused 
on their new archiving system 
built around ICL hardware. 

AJ Nasher showed their foil 
range of Diwan software with a 
surprise appearance of a recent 
demo version of Al Nasher Al 
Sahafi 5.0 for Windows. 

At the booth for ‘the creative in 
the computer field’, the Amman 
Baccalaureate School (ABS) was 
making a strong showing occupy¬ 
ing at least half of the booth with a 
variety of software developments 
which were quite impressive. 
There was a ‘Video Store System’ 


senior vice-president for OEM 
relationships world-wide, will be 
discussing the changes that com¬ 
puter users can expea to see on 
their screens in the coming 
decade. 

Microsoft Middle East general 
manager, Charles Allen, said the 
Arab market presented a sophisti¬ 
cated challenge to software and 
hardware manufacturers and that 
the company's strategy for the 
marker would be presented at the 
conference. 

•With tbe arrival of 32-bit pro¬ 
cessing and new products such as 
Microsoft Windows' NT, we are 
moving into tbe arena of real 
mainframe power for personal 
computers," said Allen. 

"Those developments have 
major implications to bow we 
work in an environment with 
ever-expanding horizons. The 

which is a database system for 
video rental stores allowing them 
to keep information on films, cus¬ 
tomers, cassettes and employees 
developed by Rabee Husain using 
FoxPro 2.5. Then there was a 
‘Hospital System’ developed for 
Ai Khaldi hospital by Shireen 
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Sirhan and a couple of impressive 
software developments by Raad 
Ayoub. These were a 'Sound 
Modifier’ which enables record¬ 
ing. playing and modifying music 
samples and a 'Paging System*. 
Also the Amman Private Univer¬ 
sity had a couple of participants, 
Qutaybah Qudwah and Talal 
Gfflth. The first Arabic Optical 
Character Recognition Software 
(OCR) was also displayed by Dr • 
Firas Al Azzah. 

This year's expo was character¬ 
ized by a stronger showing of 


booth. Also FAL International 
Trading Establishment were show¬ 
ing their range of multi-media 
products from Sound Galaxy. ... 


pants .have agreed that the wide 
area of the nail gives, you the 
impression that tins year's expo is 
less crowded in terms of booths 
and .visitors. ... " ■ • ■ • 
However, this expo - is. tbe 
biggest yet and it’s still open 
' tomorrow. Try not to miss this" 
.dance, to see all oar local com¬ 
puter companies under one-roof. : 


Vnllmri/id Ik.ih t l <<r 
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By Ben Wedeman 

Special to The Star 

IF HE had a motto, it would be 

of Promises" - who every day nuthe ^atot ^ 

ftiaf if there is one thing too many pohti 

common, it's the abil- . • ■ - 

ity-to litter the cam-- . ... f -Z. 7 - ; : 

■pledges and reduce not work n- T -> 

pressing issues to Sbt\& & '. \..f ‘ Z. >: 

tedious trivialities- ^ “' - ■ ?‘":i ^ 

first appeared! in the !-‘ 

in-July, is the brain- T LnL__- : 

chHd of veteran car- re ysjfcfc r&L • ’ 

toonist Jaial.Al Rifai t- •: -^2 

.Bifid believes there is _"— -— 

more than a little bit in rhg current electichr 

of Abul Wu'ud in many of-ifre candidates «n me 

• which they really can't. They are saying | want to iroerae j 

. or T want to cleanse the nation of corruption, but they stmpiy ® . 

anvbodv in narticuiar. Just to erase any lingering douws. iwra. . 
RXSely shaped head-which, notes the cartpomst,^ 

.^S^SeotSSdidates may be spouting such 

**Yes to tbe Nation!” and "My love for you is without botmos. 

Wu’ud is convinced that the shortest route to the voters hearts ij r : 

; through their stomachs. The core of Ms campaign platform is a platter 
heaped high with steaming boiled rice and meat—the ubiquitous manst? 

—-offered to all comers. , . . . 

This is not to suggest that Abul Wu’ud is not aware of the issues, te a 
recent cartoon, he enlisted a writer to compose a speech touching on ul 
the major issues, but couldn't resist the temptation to tie it all ia wrffr 
■ mansqf. Write me * speech, he told the writer, "with a bit of Arabistn 
and a bit of Islam and a bit of national unity and a bit of regtonaUsmp 
yaard, a speech like mansqf, something to satisfy the tastes of all U»c - 

' voters.'* .. ... I -' 

- According to Rifiai, Abul iVaWhvams to talk about everything with¬ 
out saying anything, and that is what is happening now—whoever is-; . 
talking big isn’t really saying anything.” • . b ; 

Abul Wu'ud has already bad a positive impact on the campaign, sayf -. 
Rifai. He believes that Abul Wu’ud has embarrassed many candidates... 
into refraining from making the kind of excessive promises they matte' 
in the last Parliamentary elections. Some people, he adds, arc even cUp^- • 
ping the cartoon and sending it to cand i dates.' • . ' ^’r. 

Unfratunately for Abul Wu’ud, all those mansafi are in vain. The Jmv-.. 
rfanian Parliament, The Star has teamed, will not be graced by AfeaT 
Wu’ud"s magnetic presence. Towards the end of the campaign, Rita! . 

- promises, “we will show that the people are laughing at Abul Wu "ud, not.: 
the other way around.” 

Tough lock. Abul Wu’ud. Maybe next time? 

Abul Wu’iuh Listen brother A new world order, a new Middle East - , 
wHhoutnKznjqfit’s not going to work! 

Sign: The mansaf is the shortest route to understanding between peo- . 
pies! Eat my mansaf and don’t elect my competitor! 


• ■ .j- J ■' ■ * ■ ' . 
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Microsoft FutureTechnology con¬ 
ference at GITEX will , provide 
essential information as to how 
this new age in computing is shap¬ 
ing up," be added 

Chris Smith., vice-president for 
international. Operations . with 
direct responsibility for the Mid¬ 
dle East, will be another keynote 
speaker at the Microsoft confer¬ 
ence, addressing the company’s 
strategy in the region. "For any¬ 
one with any interest in develop¬ 
ments for the Arab software mar¬ 
ket, Chris smith will be delivering 
the most comprehensive virion of 
the direction we are moving m," 
said Allen. 

Microsoft Middle East is cup 
rently taking reservations fiir the 
conference on a first-come-first- 
served basis and delegates should 
fox their applications to Dubai 
(9714) 527444. ■ • 

entertainment software and hard¬ 
ware with the Ghazal Computer 
Establishment booth showing all 
sorts of sound cards, joysticks, 
new games and games consoles. 
Tbe Sega games console made a 
strong presence at this year’s expo 
especially at tbe-Computer Coriter 
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’ Viruses are still a problem j 

IF YOU haven't been hearing much about computer viruses lately,, 
rest assured that it most definitely does not mean teat viruses have 
. gone away. They're still alive and kicking, especially in the USA and: 

\ .Europe .were majorvirus strikes just keep happening. -- 

In foot, the legal systems of some European countries are still stiug- : 
glmg to determine the weight of the penally for vires sabotage. 

Joseph Popp, the man responsible for spreading 20,000 copies of a. 

-vims he put on an.'AIDS educational' disk in __ ■ 

3989* was recently sentenced, to two years 
imprisonment ify an Italian court. The Hal- 
iiuu took* this trial very seriously-because • Q Pj) 

Fqpp was wanted for no less than SO com- 
puter crimes in tttat country, which is proba- ft Hr atm 7 - 
biy themostharm anybody has everydone [TL ■ 

as far as computer viruses are concerned. Jg : 

The British also lake virtses very seriously .A. 

as proven by tbe arrest of the manager of a 

software company who used to sell computer . 1 '!— - 1 -— 

Yteiscs-.!®* compmiy would place advertisements in local papers to 
sell these viruses, for tee purely 'sdentific: purpose of studying and': 
r-testing. The police didn't think so since *ey considered ir«> be v 
another attempt to spread viruses. You can imagine the legal ebat-- 
toges such a case would stir up. Surely some computer users collect 
viruses, so; would lending or selling them to willing customers he" ? 
against tee law? Some senrible voices, also in England, coming out dt' 
Scotland Yard claim that computer vimses, wouldn't be so widespread : 
if it were npt for tee lugb prices of software. This is quite miesince^ 
pirated disksareone of the major sources of viruses. So why isn't the 
aackdown ou.inteniaiiona] piracy accompanied by a crackdown oh ’ 

Software _and bairiware developexs are answering to all this in thejT-- 
own land of way. Wes^Q Digital, the very w e U-known produceraof 
hard disk dnyes, and Symantec, publishers of the Norton series, are 
jomtly- dewtoping a recunfy q^stem which .is-a-hardware an^irus- 
usx^ tee Wtgem Chgual 7855 processor and Symantec's Ndrton 
Ano-Yiras softwwe So n looks tike hardware aid software pro£2- ’ 

ers are getting tog«her m an attempt to lock out viruses. 

„ F ^L^ mC p ? li ^ ber ? ^ to "wrc traditional methods 

of fighting viruses by simply upgrading theft current lots or create^ 

V ^ eSr them and try to leSSwS” 

tokatihOT- Such a tuoduqt rs.Virus Analyzer for DOS^.O Shfrafl” 
recendy teen released by Central Point Software. 

EarlierJtfs.. ntohte, in a Windows NT training seminar held te 
sard tot tWndpw.NT would eS 
vuuscs. fo r_goo d.wIhe Wmdows NT^qperatntg system actually pr& 2 
yides a reomfy feature Tor executable filS^cb vimseTZS': 
oyy tbragdres on to. The result ft a virus-proof sysS sSfS . 
tins mean that viruses will become a thing of tee past? ^ 

Many ..lend to.ditogn». with tins for a rimple'reason* If 
developer^ are^ intelligent trough to Zn&Tvny\o lock 

1 ^^ yc ^? e ? 8se il,tc « i ® 5 « enough to findnewS' 

' Kne S E iJ ^ ,5 0f protection. Althowh . 

viruses. fotsev CT^ years now, we still can't create an e^l^m£ - : 

SSeS^xS.“ eSOMOn - - 


Ideal Systems sign with AI Rai newspaper 

i(^^^^is.CovA^te.<kimpnter aral Linotype-fieH dealerx in inr 

ja ff agw d. with ite-jwfan Pros Foundation. piSS, Al 

Rai and Jordan .TnnesnewspaDers.to «mnhr»»«,«, .P™ UST * ftrs of .Ai 


supply teem wtrhji mm 
Macintosh „ 



























